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Dear Families, 

It is difficult to believe we are in Week 9 of a 10 week term! It has 
been an extremely smooth start to the year and Term One has been 
very productive and enjoyable. Thank you to everyone for their 
meaningful contributions. 

This evening we will gather with our Year 6 students to see them 
fully initiated into the Catholic church through the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, celebrated by Western Regional Bishop, Martin Ashe, 
Fr Jim and Fr Vinoth. The candidates and their families should be 
very proud of their preparation since Baptism, for this important 
step on their Sacramental journey. Please continue to pray for these 
young people, that God will always be an important part of their 
lives. 

With the ongoing success of our termly ‘Lunch Order’ days, at last 
November’s School Advisory council meeting, a suggestion of a lunch 
order day each week was raised. This suggestion was then taken to 
our Parents and Friends’ Association for discussion. It was deemed 
that it was too much work for our school to solely undertake this 
initiative, so after considerable research about possible options, we 
have decided to trial, for two weeks, Mano Deli providing a lunch 
order service for our students. The two week trial will be on Tuesday, 
28 April and Tuesday 5 May. After the trial, we will survey families 
and decide if this is to be an ongoing service for our school. As is 
always the case, lunch orders are optional, as are the menu options 
available for families to choose. The menu provided by Mano Deli is 
quite extensive and includes ‘sometimes’ foods as well as everyday 
foods. Further information and the sign up and ordering process 
will be provided via nForma on Monday, 30 March (introductory 
information on page 9). 

The Jubilee playground is loved by all! However there continues to 
be a delay in having the shade cover installed. We are hopeful this 
will be completed over the holiday break. We are also hopeful that 
the redevelopment of our oval space will begin during the holidays 
and conclude by the end of Term 2. Tenders have closed and a          
decision about the company to undertake this project is currently 
being made. Having this large area out of bounds for the students 
during Term 2 means that alternative arrangements will need to be 
made at recess and lunch breaks. Many ‘clubs’ are being organised 

and will be offered to students to ensure their break times are  
meaningful and offer social opportunities with their friends and 
peers. More information about these clubs will be communicated in 
our next newsletter.  

I am currently at the Victorian Association of Catholic Primary          
Principals’ conference. This is an opportunity for principals to gather 
together to hear some outstanding speakers and reflect on the   
important role we have as Catholic leaders in schools. Thank you to 
Deborah Boland and the leadership team for undertaking extra       
responsibilities in my absence and continuing to lead our great 
school and community. 

On Monday, our ‘Principals for the Day’ will be drawn. I will meet 
with them and communicate with families, what they would like the 
school to do on Thursday. There are hundreds of entries, highlighting 
that our students are meeting our learning and behavioural expecta-
tions.  

A reminder that tickets for our annual PFA Easter Raffle are on sale 
and the winners will be drawn after our end of term, Holy Week 
liturgy on Thursday, 2 April. At 9:00am we will hold our Easter        
Bonnet Parade and the Holy Week liturgy will begin at 12:30pm.         
Dismissal for the Easter break and holidays will be at 1:00pm.  

St Mary of the Angels’ Parish offers many opportunities for families 
to be involved in Holy Week and Easter ceremonies. It would be 
great for you to attend and give your children these religious and 
faith experiences. A list of events is on page 8. 

We wish everyone a happy, holy and safe Easter break and we look 
forward to seeing you on Wednesday, 22 April for the start of Term 
2! 

 

Annice Lappin 

Principal 

Principal News 

2026 Staff Email  Family Handbook 

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the  
nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. 

Facebook: 
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong 
Instagram: 
stmarys_ps_geelong 

Parent Portal 
password: 
mary175 

Please click below for School LINKS  

School Website 

Kind regards, Annice 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSwAGJmOXxqxk5Pk7z5Z6NeufbdSkWKqw0wegM0Uhp0Kkf7ftK6NImAq3xwf6RkjuNPadRTj9iyw-JE/pub
https://www.facebook.com/St.MarysPrimaryGeelong
mailto:@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
stmarys_ps_geelong
http://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
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Deputy Principal News Deputy Principal News 

Dear Families, 

This term has been marked by rich knowledge-
building across all year levels, with students         
approaching their learning with genuine curiosi-
ty and a willingness to explore new ideas. Their 
inquisitive mindset has been matched by the 
dedication of our teaching staff, who have 
worked thoughtfully and tirelessly to ensure 
every student experiences success. It has been 
inspiring to see classrooms filled with purpose-
ful learning, thoughtful questioning and a 
shared commitment to growth. 

To share and celebrate this learning with you, 
we warmly invite all families to our Open     
Afternoon on Wednesday 1 April, from 3:15-
4:15pm. This will be a fantastic opportunity to 
wander through classrooms, view a selection of 
student work and hear directly from your      
children about the projects and activities they 
have enjoyed throughout the term. We look 
forward to  welcoming you and celebrating the 
hard work and progress of our students           
together.  

 
Warm regards, 

Deb Boland 

Deborah Boland 

Deputy Principal 

Foundation 

Throughout their first term at school, our     
Foundation students have been building strong 
early literacy skills through the Little Learners 
Love Literacy program. They have been learning 
to recognise letters and their corresponding 
sounds, including: /m/, /s/, /t/, /p/, /a/, /f/, /
c/, /i/, /b/, /h/, /n/ and /o/. As their confidence 
has grown, students have become increasingly 
able to recall these sounds automatically and 
use them to blend and decode unfamiliar words 

when reading. In the second half of the term, they have been supported to 
apply this knowledge to write simple words, phrases and sentences on solid 
lines. Students are very proud and excited to share their sentences they have 
been writing. 

In Mathematics, students have been developing their understanding of      
numbers by recognising, counting and ordering collections to 10. They have 
created colourful caterpillar displays to represent this learning. 

 

Year 1/2  

Throughout the term, students have been learn-
ing about digital technologies, digital systems and 
the difference between hardware and software. 
Students will showcase a model of a digital        
system that they use. Through this process, they 
designed and constructed this model while          
considering its purpose and how it functions.  

Students will also share a piece of writing that 
they have produced after our unit on fairy tales 
and narrative writing. Students have focused on 
planning and writing a narrative with a clear      
beginning, middle and end while adding detail 
and making attempts to edit their writing.  

Year 3/4  

Students in Year 3/4 will be showcasing their 
persuasive writing skills using the text If I Was 
Prime Minister? by Beck and Robin Feiner as 
inspiration. Through this activity, students 
have been learning how to express their ideas 
clearly and support their opinions with      
reasons. 

Students are also excited to share their All 
About Me Digital Profiles created using 
Google Slides during our STEM lessons. 
Through this project, students have been  
developing a range of digital skills, including 
adding text, changing fonts, inserting images, 
and organising information about themselves 
in a clear and creative way.  

An Overview of Open Afternoon 

Year 5/6 

Students from Year 5/6 will be showcasing their 
digital projects on either a Faith Filled Person or 
the Saint they have chosen as their Confirma-
tion name. While preparing these projects,  
students researched online using the skills 
learnt in STEM sessions to ensure their         

information was accurate and reliable. Students 

will also be given the opportunity during this 
visit to give their family a classroom tour to 
share other work displayed in the learning    
spaces. 
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

1 APR 20 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff PD Day 

APR 21 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff PD Day 

APR 22 
Students Commence Term 2 
Newsletter 
 

APR 23 
Music Bus 

APR 24 
 

2 APR 27 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(1/2 Topaz) 

 

APR 28 
CASEA Group Session 1 
MANO Deli Lunch Order 
Day 

APR 29 
 

APR 30 
Music Bus 

MAY 1 
CHESS CLUB Commences 

3 MAY 4 
District Cross Country 

MAY 5 
Mothers’ Day Breakfast 
& Liturgy 
CASEA Group Session 2 
MANO Deli Lunch Order 
Day 

MAY 6 
Newsletter 
 

MAY 7 
PSG Meetings # 1 
Music Bus 

MAY 8 
School Athletics Day 
 

4 MAY 11 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(5/6 Turquoise) 
 

MAY 12 
CASEA Group Session 3 
CASEA Community      
Session 
St Mary’s Student        
Leaders’ Conference 
 
 

MAY 13 
 

MAY 14 
Music Bus 

MAY 15 
CHESS CLUB 

5 MAY 18 
PSG Meetings # 2 

MAY 19 
CASEA Group Session 4 
CASEA Co-parent Session 
1, 5:00-6:00pm 

MAY 20 
PFA Meeting 7:00pm 
Newsletter 

MAY 21 
PFA Rolling Pin Pie Drive 
Delivery 
Music Bus 
 
 

MAY 22 
CHESS CLUB 

6 MAY 25 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(3/4 Garnet) 

 
 

MAY 26 
CASEA Group Session 5 

MAY 27 
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION 
WEEK (27/5-3/6) 

MAY 28 
Music Bus 

MAY 29 
CHESS CLUB 
Fresh Fruit Friday 

7 JUNE 1 
 

JUNE 2 
CASEA Group Session 6 

JUNE 3 
Newsletter 

JUNE 4 
Music Bus 

JUNE 5 
STUDENT FREE DAY 
 

8 JUNE 8 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
King’s Birthday PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

JUNE 9 
CASEA Group Session 7 
CASEA Community  
Learning 
 
 

JUNE 10 
PSG  Meetings # 3 
SAC Meeting 7:00pm 

JUNE 11 
PSG Meetings # 4 
Music Bus 

JUNE 12 
CHESS CLUB 
Lunch Order Day—PIZZA 

9 JUNE 15 
 
 

JUNE 16 
P&T Conversations; 3:30-
6:00pm 
CASEA Group Session 8 

JUNE 17 
P&T Conversations; 3:30-
6:00pm 

JUNE 18 
Music Bus 

JUNE 19 
CHESS CLUB 

10 JUNE 22 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(Foundation Coral) 

 
 

JUNE 23 
MILO’s BIRTHDAY—
Foundation 
CASEA Group Session 9 
SCHOOL REPORTS  
available to families on 
Nforma Portal 

JUNE 24 
OPEN Classrooms; 3:15-
4:15pm 

JUNE 25 
Music Bus 

JUNE 26 
End of Term 2 
Students Dismissed at 
1:00pm 

Term 2 School Calendar, 2026 
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

9 MAR 23 
School Cross Country  
(Yr 3-6) 

MAR 24 MAR 25 
Sacrament of Confirmation (Yr 6) 
5:00pm 
Newsletter 
Billy G’s Cookie Dough Delivered 

MAR 26 
PSG Meetings # 3 
Music Bus—Final 

MAR 27 
Parish Mass; 10:00am 
Yr 1/2 & Yr 5/6 
Chess Club –Final 

10 MAR 30 
2027 Enrolment School 
Tour; 9:15am 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(5/6 Sapphire) 
AFL Girls  

MAR 31 
PFA Easter Raffle 
Closes 
 
 

APR 1 
2027 Foundation Enrolments 
Close 
Open Classrooms—Afternoon; 
3:15-4:15pm 

APR 2 
HOLY THURSDAY 
End of Term 1;  students 
dismissed 1:00pm 
PFA Easter Raffle Drawn 
Easter Bonnet Parade; 
9:00am 

APR 3 
GOOD FRIDAY 

Term 1 School Calendar, 2026 Term 1 School Calendar, 2026 

Sacrament of Confirmation  

(Yr 6) 

Sacrament of First Eucharist 

(Yr 4) 

Friday 27 November 

12:00pm, St Mary’ s School 

Sunday 9 August 

2:30pm, St Mary’s Basilica 

Wednesday 25 March 

5:00pm, St Mary’s Basilica 

St Mary’s School                        

2026 Sacramental Dates 

Sacrament of Penance 

(Yr 3) 

2026  
SCHOOL  

2026 STUDENT FREE Days 
 
TERM 2 
Monday 20 April 
Tuesday 21 April 
Friday 5 June 
TERM 3 
Friday 14 August 
Monday 17 August 
TERM 4 
Monday 16 November 
Wednesday 16 December 
Thursday 17 December 

Term 2 

20 April to 26 June 

Term 3 

13 July to 18 September 

Term 4 

5 October to 18 December 

 

Last day for students 15/12 

2026 SCHOOL CLOSURE 

Days 
TERM 1 
Monday 9 March; Labour Day 
Friday 3 April; Good Friday 
TERM 2 
Monday 8 June; Monarch’s Birthday 
TERM 4 
Monday 2 November 
Tuesday 3 November; Melbourne Cup 
Friday 18 December 

 

EASTER BONNET             

PARADE 
2 APRIL 

9:00am on the School 

Atrium 

Physical Education Participation 
Student Injury Updates 

If your child has an injury that will affect participation in  Physical Education      
lessons, please confirm and provide details in writing, by emailing, Mr Nic Coots: 
ncoots@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au and your child’s classroom teacher. 

mailto:ncoots@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au?subject=Injury%20Update
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Wellbeing 
 

Bernie Hellard 
Learning Diversity 
Mental Health &  
Wellbeing Leader 

Nicholas Coots 
Wellbeing 
Leader, Physical         
Education           
Teacher 

Alice Szeto 
Provisional 
Psychologist 

Supporting Children Who May  

Struggle in the Morning  

It’s not unusual for children to find mornings challenging 
at times. Tiredness, changes in routine, worries about 
schoolwork or friendships can all affect how a child feels 
about getting up for school. These moments can be 
stressful for families, but they are also opportunities to 
support children with care and understanding. 

Simple strategies can help, such as consistent bedtimes, 
calm morning routines, and preparing school items the 
night before. Offering choices (for example, what to eat 
for breakfast or who what to eat for lunch) can also give 
children a sense of control and reduce resistance. 

If mornings continue to be difficult, please reach out to 
your child’s teacher or the school for support. By working 
together, we can help children feel supported,            
understood and ready to engage in learning. 

DONATE HERE 

 

St Mary’s School is committed to  

Child Safety. 

We promote the safety, wellbeing and 

inclusion of all children. 

What a fantastic opportunity welcoming Tour de Cure Australia, Cadel 
Evans and Mark Beretta to St Mary’s School (pictured above with Captains; 
Sean, Lara, Olivia and Eliza). 

Our students were inspired by this incredible group of riders who cycled 
huge distances to raise vital funds for cancer research.  Beyond the ride, 
they shared their powerful “Be Fit, Be Healthy” message through an          
interactive presentation that had everyone buzzing with energy. 

The session taught our students how small, daily habits can make a big         
difference in staying healthy, focusing on; being active, healthy eating, sun 
safety and staying connected. 

Thank you to the Tour de Cure team for taking the time to educate and       
inspire our students during their journey. 

COGG Bike Crossing Feedback to 

the community 

City of Greater Geelong School Crossing  Supervi-
sors have reported an increase in students riding 
their bikes across the road rather than  dismounting 
before entering the crossing. This behaviour poses 
significant safety risks—not only to the students on 
bikes, but also to other  pedestrians and the supervi-
sors managing the crossing. 

Riding through a crossing can lead to: 

Reduced visibility and reaction time for both the 
student and approaching vehicles. 

Loss of control, especially in wet weather or crowd-
ed crossing areas. 

Increased risk of collisions with other students who 
are walking. 

Confusion for drivers, who expect pedestrians—not 
cyclists—within the crossing space. 

To maintain a safe and consistent environment 
across all school crossings, it is essential that all 
students dismount and walk their bikes across the 
road every time. 

https://signaturetour.tourdecure.com.au/donate
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Italian 
Jack Powell 
Language  

Coordinator 

Ciao, 

Throughout Term 1 Italian has been embedded throughout 
St Mary’s School, in both explicit teaching in 15 minutes 
lessons and incidental language everyday.  Students’ and 
teachers’ confidence and growth in the Italian language 
has allowed St Mary’s School to embed the thriving stage 
of the program offered by the Melbourne Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools (MACS) through Teachers as Co-Learners 
(TCL).  

Recently within Foundation students have been working 
towards asking someone's name and saying their own 
name.  

I hope everyone has a fantastic school break. Over the 
school holidays, continuing the practice of incidental Italian 
language, such as the sign of the cross, would extremely 
benefit students' Italian language knowledge and fluency.  

 
Buona vacanza!

Parents & Friends’ 

Thank You from the P&FA 

Your time and generosity make a real difference to 
the students of St Mary’s School. 
 
If you have ideas, feedback, or would like to get 
more  involved with the P&FA, we would love to 
hear from you. 
The next P&FA meeting will be held at Centra (meal 
at own expense) 7:00pm Wednesday 20 May. 
 
Warm regards, 
St Mary’s School Parents & Friends’ Association 
pfa@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au 

https://www.trybooking.com/

DKDHU 

mailto:pfa@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/DKDHU
https://www.trybooking.com/DKDHU
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Staff Email  

2027 Foundation   

Student for Enrolment 
 
The application for enrolment period is now 
open for students commencing school in 
Foundation 2027.  
New families and current school families 

are invited to apply for enrolment    via the 

school website.   

FOUNDATION 2027 

Final SCHOOL TOUR in 2026 

Monday 30 March, 9:15am 
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE. 

FOUNDATION 2027 

Enrolments Close 

Wednesday 1 April, 2026. 

FOUNDATION 2027 

Applicant Interview with the School       

Principal—by invitation. 
Monday 27 April, Tuesday 28 April 
Wednesday 29 April 

 

 

Rotary Quiet Achiever 

Award  
for Foundation Students 

 

Term 1 
Congratulations to Freddie O  

(F Coral)  
 
Thank you to Rotary Club for the generous           
donation of a $30 Dizzy Toys Voucher, every term 
to a Foundation students who is recognised as a 
quiet achiever. 

School News 

Congratulations to Foundation Opal Teacher, Evie      
Jennings (Miss Jennings) who was married to Michael 
on Friday 20 March at Swan Hill.  Evie is now                     
Mrs Herlihy. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
https://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au/


 

 

St Mary’s School, Geelong  Newsletter # 5              25 March, 2026 8

 

The Music Bus Enrolments 
If your child wishes to join lessons in 2026, please complete the 
EOI link below: 
 
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
ee4627a5204c46158e1ab17e7c8069c6 
Lessons are available at school in Keyboard,  Guitar, Ukulele, 
Drums and vocals. 
Lessons will be held on a Thursday morning. 
 
Additional  info and online bookings via www.themusicbus.com.au 

CHESS CLASS DETAILS  

at St Mary’s School 
 

DAY:  FRIDAY 

TIME: 1:35-2:15pm 

LOCATION: Upstairs Library 

COST: $145 per child, per term 

 

 

Chessforschools 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ee4627a5204c46158e1ab17e7c8069c6
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ee4627a5204c46158e1ab17e7c8069c6
http://www.themusicbus.com.au/
https://chessforschools.com.au/
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Staff Email  

School 

Lunch 

Order 

Service 

 

 

Trial in 

Term 2 

28/4 & 

5/5 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
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Staff Email  

Community News 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
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Community News 
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Community News 
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Community News 


