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News from the Principal

TERM 2

Dear Families,
I hope all mothers/carers in our school community enjoyed a very Happy Mother’s Day and particularly liked the gifts they received from their
children, that were prepared here at school. It
was lovely to be able to welcome everyone to
our annual Mothers’ Day Breakfast and Liturgy.
Thank you to all St Mary’s School staff who prepared the 360 bacon and egg rolls and to
Bridgette Henderson for preparing the liturgy to
thank God for the gift of mothers, carers and
special women in our lives.
All students should now be wearing our school’s
correct Winter uniform. Attached is our Uniform
Policy or please view on the school website.
Please read it carefully and support your child by
ensuring they leave home each morning, in their
full, correct uniform, which is clean and in good
repair. Students must present a note, written by
a parent/carer in the event that they are not
wearing correct school uniform, on a particular
day. A reminder that black shoes are part of the
Summer and Winter uniform. For safety reasons,
boots are not permitted. Uniform items are available at our supplier, Bellarine Uniforms, 162
Moorabool Street (5221 9199). The school also
provides some secondhand uniforms at the
school, for purchase. All uniform items must be
clearly marked with the student’s name.
In 2019, the senior students asked me to consider the possibility of students wearing school
shorts as part of their Winter uniform, instead of
long pants and sport shorts as part of their Winter Sports uniform, instead of the tracksuit pants.
I believe it is important for the students’ collective voice to be heard and the idea was trialled.
As a result, students now have the option of
wearing (correct) shorts as part of their Winter
and sports uniform. Please ensure the correct
shorts are worn; plain with school uniform and
monogrammed with sports uniform.
Apart from COVID, there seems to be many ailments currently affecting our students. Many
students, while testing negative to COVID, are
presenting at school with runny noses, coughs

and sore throats. After two years of social distancing, it seems that colds, flu and viruses are
beginning to take hold and are easily spread.
If your child/ren are unwell in the morning,
please test them and keep them at home even if
they have a negative RAT and do not have
COVID. Thank you to all families who have been
vigilant in collecting their child/ren, when they
have received a phone call from school about
their child/ren becoming unwell during the day.
We really appreciate everyone’s efforts in ensuring the safety and wellbeing of everyone in our
school community.

Week 3
Wednesday 11 May
Naplan Yrs 3 & 5—Reading
P&FA Meeting, 7 pm, School staffroom
Thursday 12 May
Naplan Yrs 3 & 5—Conventions of Language
Week 4
Monday 16 May
Assembly, Yr 1/2 Families invited to
attend.
PIZZA ORDERS CLOSE—Operoo
Tuesday 17 May
Naplan Yrs 3 & 5—Numeracy
Friday 20 May: Italian/Lunch order Day-Pizza

Currently we have a number of parents who are
COVID positive, but their children are not. The
recent government guidelines are that their children who are household contacts may attend
school, if the test negative to COVID every morning and correctly wear a face mask indoors. For
the health and safety of all, I remind all families
of these government guidelines and thank you
for your support in ensuring your Year 3-6 child
wears a face mask while indoors, while they are a
household contact. If your household currently
has COVID and you require any support, please
don't hesitate in contacting the school. We will
assist in any way we can.
It is that time of year when Footy Cards become
an item often brought to school by students. Students are permitted to bring Footy
Cards to school, but they are not, under any circumstance allowed to swap them, other than
during our designated Footy Card Swap Session
which will be held after school on Friday, 3 June,
behind the Basilica between 3.25pm and 3.45pm.
During this time, if your child would like to swap
any Footy Cards, you are asked to accompany
them and assist them to swap cards with other
students. We hope this will allow all swaps to be
fair and not cause any student distress.

Week 5
Monday 23 May
Assembly, Yr 5/6 Families invited to attend.
Wednesday 25 May
Football & Soccer Lightning Prem. Yr 5/6
Week 6
Monday 30 May
Assembly, Foundation Families invited to
attend.
Wednesday 1 June
Netball Lightning Prem. Yr 5/6
Friday 3 June: FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY
Week 7
Monday 6 June
Assembly, Yr 3/4 Families invited to attend.
Friday 10 June
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Staff Professional Learning
Week 8
Monday 13 June
SCHOOL CLOSED
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Tuesday 14 June: School Advisory Council
Meeting. Please note change of date.

Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

Week 9
Friday 24 June
Term 3 Ends: Students dismissed at 1pm

TERM 3
St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Week 1
Monday 11 July: Students commence T3
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News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,

NEXT FRIDAY, 20 MAY, WE CELEBRATE LANGUAGE LEARNING WITH ITALIAN DAY!
School uniform is not required on this day. With a ‘languages
theme’, students are invited to wear colours that represent the
Italian flag, another country’s flag of choice or of an international
sporting team. Themed dress days such as these are not intended to
cause any added pressure for families and can be as simple or elaborate as you wish. As with all non-uniform days, closed toe footwear must be worn.
Thank you to our languages team; Carolina Locatelli, Dianne Dolley,
Jack Flynn-French and Isabelle Bocchicchio, for their planning and
organisation of classroom activities. Each year level will participate
in activities, including, the map of Italy and its flag (Foundation), a
trip around Italy (Year 1/2), as well as, a study of Rome (Year 3/4)
and Venice (Year 5/6).
Days like these are always a highlight and to make the day even
more memorable, we will also share in a pizza lunch - this term’s
lunch order day. Please see the e-Form sent via Operoo, last week,
for further lunch order details.
Language plays a crucial role in our daily lives, not only serving as a
tool for communication but also as a means of expressing our identity and cultural history. Like all other curriculum areas, language
learning at St Mary’s School is evidence-informed. Underpinned by
the pedagogical approach: Teachers as Co-learners (TCL), all teachers and students are learners of Italian, and with the support of our
skilled Language Assistant, Carolina Locatelli, we all engage in Italian
learning and use functional language, every day.
When reflecting on our short journey, and factoring in two years of
interrupted language learning, our achievements in Italian have
been remarkable. Our language scope and sequence is constantly
evolving to match the amazing progress of our students. What began as a language program that focused primarily on learning Italian, through listening and conversation, has now developed into a
program that sits alongside our English instruction. We are now
seeing the beginnings of a speaking and listening, reading and
writing Italian structure from Years 3 - 6; this is exciting!
You are encouraged to ask your child/ren about their Italian learning and as teachers do in the classroom, try substituting English for
Italian with some simple phrases or commands. Give these a go,
using the first of each listed to address one child and the second to
address everyone:

Come stai? How are you?
Come state?

Metti a posto.
Put it away / Tidy up /
Clean up.
Mettete a posto.

Nel nome del Padre, del
Figlio e dello Spirito
Santo, Amen.
In the name of the Father,
of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, Amen.

Vieni qua per favore.
Come here please.
Venite qua per favore.

Throughout the month of May we honour Mary, the Mother of Jesus. You may wish to pray the Ave Maria (Hail Mary), included on page
3, when engaging in your family prayer time.
Cari Saluti
Marie Monea
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NAPLAN
NAPLAN
assessments
are
currently taking place for students
in Year 3 and Year 5.
NAPLAN (National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy)
is an annual assessment for all
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It
assesses a range of age appropriate skills in reading, writing,
spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. With the
exception of Year 3 Writing, for
students at St Mary’s School, all
NAPLAN tests are conducted
online.
The test schedule for St Mary’s
School is listed. Each test session
will commence by 9:15am and it
is essential that all participating
Year 3 and Year 5 students are at
school, on time, for each testing
day.

Tuesday 10 May - Tuesday 17 May

NAPLAN TEST

TEST DATE & DURATION

TEST SUMMARY

Writing

Tuesday 10 May
Year 3: 40 minutes
Year 5: 42 minutes

Students are provided with a
‘writing stimulus’ (a ‘prompt’ – an
idea or topic) and asked to write a
response in a particular genre
(narrative or persuasive writing).

Reading

Wednesday 11 May
Year 3: 45 minutes
Year 5: 50 minutes

Students read a range of informative, imaginative and persuasive
texts and then answer related
questions.

Conventions of Language

Thursday 12 May
Year 3: 45 minutes
Year 5: 45 minutes

This test assesses spelling, grammar
and punctuation.

Numeracy

Tuesday 17 May
Year 3: 45 minutes
Year 5: 50 minutes

This test assesses number and
algebra, measurement and geometry, and statistics and probability.

Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund (CSEF)
If you have not yet applied and hold a valid means
-tested concession card or are a temporary foster
parent, as at the first day of Term 1 (31 January
2022) or Term 2 (26 April 2022) you may be eligible for Victorian Government’s Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund (CSEF) which assists eligible families by providing payments to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities. The
allowance will be paid directly to the school and
application forms are available from the school
website https://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au/
schoolfees (refer Concessions - 2022 section) or
downloaded from Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund webpage. Please return your completed
application form to the school no later than
Tuesday, 31 May 2022.
Successful applicants may also be eligible for the
School Fees Concession Program (refer Concessions - 2022 section on website).
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National Walk Safely to School Day
National Walk Safely to School Day is on Friday 20 May, 2022. Now in its 23rd year, the
annual campaign encourages all primary school children, their parents and carers to
walk safely and regularly to school. The event seeks to promote road safety, health,
public transport and the environment.
The objectives of National Walk Safely to School Day:
• To encourage parents and carers to walk regularly with their children, all or part of
the way to school
• To promote the health benefits of walking and create regular walking habits
• To help children develop vital road crossing skills and ensure children up to the age
of 10 years hold an adult’s hand when crossing the road
• To reduce car dependency and traffic congestion, especially around schools
How you can participate:
• If you can’t walk all the way, combine a walk with public transport
• If you must use the car, try leaving it a good distance from the school and walk the
rest of the way
• Make an effort to walk to school on Friday 20 May
• Arrange with other families to walk together

Parents and
Friends’
Association

Thank you to everyone who came along and
showed support for the first P&FA event for 2022
at Beav’s Bar last Friday, 6 May. It was a fantastic
turnout despite the cold and rainy weather and it
was great to meet parents from all year levels.
A big shout of thanks to Richard and Donna and the
staff at Beav’s for their continued support of the
school community, Soft Café for the lovely grazing
table and to everyone behind the scenes to make
this event happen.

If you would like to join the P&FA committee or
even just give it a try to see if it fits, the next
meeting will be held tonight at 7.00pm in the St
Mary’s School staff room.
Thanks again for your support and keep an eye out
for further events coming your way soon.

P&FA Committee 2022

St Mary’s Primary School

Specialist
STAR
Awards
Weeks 1-2
Keep up the great work in your specialist classes, and well
done to the following students who were awarded the
'Specialist STAR' awards for Term 2, Weeks 1-2,

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)
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Class

THE ARTS

PE

STEM

F-Coral

Alfie C

Patrick M

Kobe P

F-Opal

Harvey C

Archie B

Fletcher U

1/2 Pearl

Ollie H

Danudri W

Xavier Q

1/2 Topaz

Jessica J

Charlotte B

Harvey S

1/2 Crystal

Clementine O

Augustus B

Olive H

3/4 Group 1

Charlotte B

Isaac G

Max P

3/4 Group 2

Max D

Nate K

Darcy C

3/4 Group 3

Archer T

Greta R

Real M

5/6 Emerald

Lenni K

Ellie Y

Mabel A

5/6 Sapphire

Sawyer H

Isla W

Emma H

5/6 Turquoise

Stanley N

Lachlan I

Adelaide B

Mother’s Day Breakfast at St Mary’s School

PROJECT
COMPASSION
BOXES
Thank you to families who have
donated and returned their Project
Compassion collection box to the
school.
If you are collecting for Project
Compassion, please return boxes to
the school office by Friday 27 May,
2022.
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Community News

St Mary’s School
FOUNDATION to YEAR 4 SWIM
PROGRAM
For families that would like their child’s
updated swim level and swim certificate
from this year’s swim program, please
contact Geelong Aquatic Centre.
Email:
schools@geelongaquaticcentre.com.au
Phone:
52225530

WEEK 2
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Community News

SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 2:
Tuesday 26 April to Friday
24 June
TERM 3:
Monday 11 July to Friday
16 September
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

Jack Flynn-French

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore
how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.

St Mary’s School, Geelong
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
T: 5229 9453
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