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Dear Families, 

Welcome to Term 2 and another exciting ten weeks of learning, friend-
ship and fun! I hope everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable school     
holiday break and that you were able to celebrate the holy season of 
Easter with family and friends. 

Our last day of Term 1 saw Adeline (Foundation Opal) and David O (3/4 
Onyx) as our Principals for a Day. Both students were very popular choic-
es and undertook their responsibilities with enthusiasm. They granted 
the students a casual clothes day with a touch of Easter, gave everyone 
an Easter egg on behalf of the school and expertly drew the Easter raffle 
winners. This term, continue to look out for ‘Principal for the Day’ certifi-
cates coming home with your child/ren as they display safe, respectful 
and responsible behaviour. 

ANZAC day is this Saturday. This Friday, we will hold a commemoration 
service here at school with the students, to acknowledge the service 
given by those that allow us to enjoy the freedoms we have. 

On Monday, leadership and staff enjoyed a deeply enriching day of learn-
ing and faith formation at Ta' Pinu Shrine in Bacchus Marsh. Set in a 
peaceful and reflective environment, the day provided an opportunity 
for staff to pause, connect and deepen their understanding of faith with-
in our school context. Through a combination of prayer, reflection and 
collaborative discussion, particularly around the Stations of the Cross and 
the Rosary, staff explored ways to strengthen the integration of Catholic 
identity into everyday teaching and learning. The day fostered a strong 
sense of community, encouraging meaningful conversations and shared 
experiences. The day was facilitated by Mr Chris Hansen and participants 
valued the time away from the busyness of school life to focus on     
personal and collective spiritual growth. The experience has inspired 
renewed energy and commitment to nurturing the faith development of 
our students. It was a truly successful and uplifting day for all involved. 

Yesterday, staff engaged in a highly valuable day of professional learning 
led by Bron Ryrie-Jones, focusing on “Opportunities to Respond” as a key 
strategy to enhance student engagement and learning outcomes. 
Throughout the day, staff explored practical, evidence-based approaches 
to increasing student participation, ensuring that every learner has      
frequent opportunities to think, respond, and demonstrate understand-
ing. Through modelling, discussion, and collaborative activities, teachers 
gained a deeper understanding of how intentional questioning and struc-
tured response techniques can significantly impact student achievement. 
The day was both practical and empowering, providing staff with strate-
gies that can be readily implemented in the classroom. Staff left the day 
feeling energised and inspired, equipped with new tools to support  

active learning and improve outcomes for all students. It was a highly 
successful and impactful professional learning experience. 

A reminder that we will be trialling a lunch order service for our students 
provided by Mano Deli on Tuesday, 28 April and Tuesday 5 May. After 
the trial, we will survey families and decide if this is to be an ongoing 
service for our school. Further information is on page 8. 

From now until May 4, correct Summer or Winter Uniform may be 
worn. Please read our Uniform Policy carefully and support your child by 
ensuring they leave home each morning, in their full, correct uniform, 
which is clean and in good repair. Students must present a note, written 
by a parent/guardian in the event that they are not wearing the correct 
school uniform, on a particular day. A reminder that ‘completely black’ 
shoes are part of the Summer and Winter uniform. These shoes can be 
of a polishable material such as leather or vinyl or completely black 
runners/sneakers. For safety reasons, boots are not permitted. Uniform 
items are available at our supplier, Noone Uniforms, 162 Moorabool 
Street (5221 9199). The school also provides some second hand uniforms 
at the school, for purchase via the Parents & Friends’ Association, see 
page 7. All uniform items must be clearly marked with the student’s 
name. 

On Sunday, May 10, Mother’s Day is celebrated. St Mary’s School 
acknowledges the important role mothers and significant females have 
in the lives of the children here at school. We thank them for their many 
valuable contributions and invite families to our Mother’s Day Breakfast 
on Tuesday 5 May at St Mary’s School. Staff will serve complimentary 
egg and bacon rolls from 8:15am and a coffee van will be onsite for adult 
attendees to purchase and enjoy drinks. A short liturgy, celebrating our 
mums will be held on the atrium from 8:50am. It will also be a great 
opportunity to socialise with other families and continue to build and 
strengthen the positive relationships within our learning community. We 
hope to see you there. A nForma notification will be sent home soon for 
attendees to confirm attendance for catering purposes. 

I look forward to a productive term, filled with learning, fun and many 
engaging, school community activities. Classroom teachers will send 
home learning overviews this week and a student progress report will be 
available for families to access on nForma at the end of the Term. Please 
discuss your child’s learning with them and encourage them to achieve 
their best. 

Annice Lappin 

Principal 

Principal News 

2026 Staff Email  Family Handbook 

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the  
nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. 

Facebook: 
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong 
Instagram: 
stmarys_ps_geelong 

Parent Portal 
password: 
mary175 

Please click below for School LINKS  

School Website 

Kind regards, Annice 

https://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au/_files/ugd/e688d4_69564f306fd94644b7ce3c463adbe7b5.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSwAGJmOXxqxk5Pk7z5Z6NeufbdSkWKqw0wegM0Uhp0Kkf7ftK6NImAq3xwf6RkjuNPadRTj9iyw-JE/pub
https://www.facebook.com/St.MarysPrimaryGeelong
mailto:@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
stmarys_ps_geelong
http://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
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Deputy Principal News Deputy Principal News 

Dear Families, 

Welcome back to Term 2 everyone! In our Week 7, Term 1 newsletter, we shared how proud we are of the rich learning opportunities our      
students enjoy each week, from choir and the Music Bus to Chess Club, as well as our strong focus on prioritising the essential foundations 
of reading, spelling, writing and mathematics. Just as we value the diverse interests and talents of our students, we also recognise that our 
staff bring a wonderful range of passions, skills and experiences to our school community. They are deeply committed professionals who 
work tirelessly to support student learning, yet they also understand the importance of nurturing their own interests outside the classroom. 

Over the coming newsletters, we look forward to shining a light on the amazing people who make our school such a vibrant place. Each  
spotlight will offer a glimpse into the hobbies, talents and pursuits that inspire our staff beyond the school gates, whether that’s creative 
arts, sport, community service, music or something completely unexpected! We hope these stories not only celebrate our team but also 
remind our students that learning and  curiosity continue throughout life. 

Warm regards, 

Deb Boland 

Deborah Boland 

Deputy Principal 

Evie Herlihy 

As I have recently moved 
from the Mallee to the 
Bellarine Peninsula, I enjoy 
making the most of living 
by the coast. When I’m not 
teaching Foundation at St 
Mary’s School, you’ll often 
find me at the beach,       
enjoying walks, swims, and 
picnics. I love welcoming 
friends and family to our 
new home and showing 
them around the beautiful towns in our region, espe-
cially when it involves a spot of shopping or a nice meal. 
I also enjoy travelling and experiencing new cultures, 
adventures, and, of course, delicious food. I cherish my 
role as an aunty and love spending time with my beauti-
ful niece, Daisy. I’ve also recently joined the Portarling-
ton Football Netball Club, so I’m looking forward to 
spending my winter weekends watching my husband 
coach and play footy. 

Nicole McNamara  

Outside of my professional work at St Mary’s 
School, I enjoy staying active by attending strength 
and conditioning classes at a local women’s gym in 
Geelong. I have a strong interest in sport, particu-
larly netball, and enjoy watching the Barwon Heads 
Netball Club and the Melbourne Vixens in the     
Suncorp Super Netball competition. During the AFL 
season, you’ll also find me supporting the Bombers. 
Family is a big part of my life, and I absolutely love 
being an aunty to my four beautiful nephews and 
one niece—with another little boy on the way soon. 
We often spend time together at our family dairy 
farm, head out for coffee or breakfast, or enjoy 
walks along the Barwon River or the beach. Later 
this year, I am especially excited to travel, with 
plans to explore Spain, Portugal, and a further nine 
countries across 26 cities in Europe, as I look     
forward to learning more about the world we live 
in. 
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Bernie Hellard 

Whilst life is busy during my working days at St Mary’s School, I do love many 
activities away from school. Living down along the beautiful Surf coast, I spend 
as much time as I can with family and friends. I am often seen down the street 
chatting, having coffee, bike riding or at the beach. Whilst I don’t go into the 
freezing cold water, despite my husband telling me how warm it is, I especially 
enjoy walking along the beach with our dog Daisy. Having a caravan means that I 
also get many opportunities to get away and go camping. Having done this over 
many years now, our family caravan holidays happen to be my daughter Meg’s 
favourite memories. I look forward to my yearly getaways to Port Fairy, Bali and 
I still treasure the holiday to Europe that I went on with my sister last year in 
memory of my mum and dad. I am so appreciative of where I live, my family and 
friends and the opportunity to have now worked at St Mary’s School for many 
years. 

Jack Flynn-French 

When I am not spending my time here at St Mary’s 
School, I love being outdoors with friends and family. 
My weekend highlights usually include grabbing a 
coffee and walking my groodle, Eevee. Sport has been 
a huge part of my life, and over the years I have tried 
my hand at basketball, cricket, American football, foot-
ball and netball, although not always very successfully! 
Throughout summer, you will often find me spending 
much of my time at the South Barwon Cricket Club, 
where I play and serve as Vice President on the        
committee. In winter, I enjoy getting my steps in on the 
golf course. 

Another passion of mine is travel. I have been fortu-
nate enough to visit Europe and Asia several times, and 
one place I cannot recommend highly enough for its 
natural beauty is Austria. I love seeing how other       
people live and experiencing the incredible sights the 
world has to offer. That said, whenever I return home, I 
am always so grateful to call Geelong home. 
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

1 APR 20 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff PD Day 

APR 21 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Staff PD Day 

APR 22 
Students Commence Term 2 
Newsletter 
 

APR 23 
Music Bus 

APR 24 
 

2 APR 27 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(1/2 Topaz) 

 

APR 28 
CASEA Group Session 1 
MANO Deli Lunch Order 
Day 

APR 29 
 

APR 30 
Music Bus 

MAY 1 
CHESS CLUB Commences 

3 MAY 4 
District Cross Country 

MAY 5 
Mothers’ Day Breakfast 
(8:15am) & Liturgy 
(8:50am). Coffee Van 
onsite. 
CASEA Group Session 2 
MANO Deli Lunch Order 
Day 

MAY 6 
Newsletter 
AFL/Soccer Interschool Sport 
 

MAY 7 
PSG Meetings # 1 
Music Bus 

MAY 8 
School Athletics Day 
Landy Field 
(Bean Cravin’ coffee Van 
onsite) 

4 MAY 11 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(5/6 Turquoise) 
 

MAY 12 
CASEA Group Session 3 
CASEA Community      
Session 
St Mary’s Student        
Leaders’ Conference 
 
 

MAY 13 
Netball Interschool Sport 
 

MAY 14 
Music Bus 

MAY 15 
CHESS CLUB 

5 MAY 18 
PSG Meetings # 2 

MAY 19 
CASEA Group Session 4 
CASEA Co-parent Session 
1, 5:00-6:00pm 

MAY 20 
PFA Meeting 7:00pm 
Newsletter 

MAY 21 
PFA Rolling Pin Pie Drive 
Delivery 
Music Bus 
 
 

MAY 22 
CHESS CLUB 

6 MAY 25 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(3/4 Garnet) 

 
 

MAY 26 
CASEA Group Session 5 

MAY 27 
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION 
WEEK (27/5-3/6) 

MAY 28 
Music Bus 

MAY 29 
CHESS CLUB 
Fresh Fruit Friday 

7 JUNE 1 
 

JUNE 2 
CASEA Group Session 6 

JUNE 3 
Newsletter 

JUNE 4 
Music Bus 

JUNE 5 
STUDENT FREE DAY 
 

8 JUNE 8 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
King’s Birthday PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

JUNE 9 
CASEA Group Session 7 
CASEA Community  
Learning 
 
 

JUNE 10 
PSG  Meetings # 3 
SAC Meeting 7:00pm 

JUNE 11 
PSG Meetings # 4 
Music Bus 

JUNE 12 
CHESS CLUB 
Lunch Order Day—PIZZA 
Cello’s Pizzeria 

9 JUNE 15 
 
 

JUNE 16 
P&T Conversations; 3:30-
6:00pm 
CASEA Group Session 8 

JUNE 17 
Newsletter 
P&T Conversations; 3:30-
6:00pm 

JUNE 18 
Music Bus 

JUNE 19 
CHESS CLUB Final 

10 JUNE 22 
3:00pm School Assembly  
(Foundation Coral) 

 
 

JUNE 23 
MILO’s BIRTHDAY—
Foundation 
CASEA Group Session 9 
SCHOOL REPORTS  
available to families on 
nForma Portal 

JUNE 24 
OPEN Classrooms; 3:15-
4:15pm 

JUNE 25 
Music Bus Final 

JUNE 26 
End of Term 2 
Students Dismissed at 
1:00pm 

Term 2 School Calendar, 2026 
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St Mary’s School                        

2026 Sacramental Dates 

Sacrament of First Eucharist 

(Yr 4) 

Friday 27 November 

12:00pm, St Mary’ s School 

Sunday 9 August 

2:30pm, St Mary’s Basilica 

Sacrament of Penance 

(Yr 3) 

2026  
SCHOOL  

2026 STUDENT FREE Days 
 
TERM 2 
Monday 20 April 
Tuesday 21 April 
Friday 5 June 
TERM 3 
Friday 14 August 
Monday 17 August 
TERM 4 
Monday 16 November 
Wednesday 16 December 
Thursday 17 December 

Term 2 

20 April to 26 June 

Term 3 

13 July to 18 September 

Term 4 

5 October to 18 December 

 

Last day for students 15/12 

2026 SCHOOL CLOSURE 

Days 
TERM 1 
Monday 9 March; Labour Day 
Friday 3 April; Good Friday 
TERM 2 
Monday 8 June; Monarch’s Birthday 
TERM 4 
Monday 2 November 
Tuesday 3 November; Melbourne Cup 
Friday 18 December 

Project Compassion Boxes are due to the school office          

by Friday 24 April. 

Thank you for your support. 

Term 3 and 4:  Upcoming School Events 

 Thursday 13 August  ART SHOW 

 Wednesday 19 August BOOKWEEK PARADE 

 Tuesday 1 September  Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy 

 Wednesday 9 September Year 3/4 Day Camp 

 Thursday 10 September Year 3/4 Staff & Student Free Day 

 November 9-11  Year 5/6 Camp 

 November 12   Year 5/6 Staff & Student Free Day 

Physical Education Participation 

Student Injury Updates 

If your child has an injury that will affect participation in  Physical Education  lessons, please confirm and provide details in 
writing, by emailing, Mr Nic Coots: ncoots@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au and your child’s classroom teacher. 

mailto:ncoots@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au?subject=Injury%20Update
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Wellbeing 
 

Bernie Hellard 
Learning Diversity 
Mental Health &  
Wellbeing Leader 

Nicholas Coots 
Wellbeing 
Leader, Physical         
Education           
Teacher 

Alice Szeto 
Provisional 
Psychologist 

Every Day at School Matters  

As we head into a new term, it is a timely reminder of 
why attendance at school matters. Regular school attend-
ance plays an important role in a child’s learning, wellbe-
ing and sense of belonging. Each school day builds on the 
one before — from developing literacy and numeracy 
skills to forming friendships and settling into classroom 
routines. When children miss school, even occasionally, it 
can be challenging for them to keep up and feel confident 
in their learning. 

Attending school every day also supports children’s       
emotional wellbeing. Being present helps children feel 
connected to their peers and comfortable in their class-
room environment. Consistent attendance builds positive 
habits such as responsibility, resilience and persistence, 
which are important skills for lifelong learning. 

We understand that there are times when children are 
unwell and need to stay home. Whenever possible,        
regular attendance gives children the best opportunity to 
fully engage in learning, build strong relationships and 
feel a sense of belonging at school. Thank you for the 
continued support families provide in helping children 
attend school each day and start their learning journey 
feeling settled and ready to learn. 

2 Minutes of Mindfulness  
 

Looking after our wellbeing has such a positive 

impact on how we think, feel and relate to those 

around us. And yet, it often falls into the too hard 

basket when life gets busy. 

 

If this sounds like you, Sam has an incredibly easy 

and effective 2-minute practise, called               

"Deep Listening", that you can do anywhere,         

anytime. 

 

 Link 

St Mary’s School is committed to  

Child Safety. 

We promote the safety, wellbeing and 

inclusion of all children. 

This week's GEM chat focus is  

GRATITUDE: 

https://vimeo.com/1172792452?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci&utm_source=General+Newsletter+-+name+%26+email&utm_campaign=be9844904e-Newsletter_2025_30_10_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-40fe329e6f-158849417&mc_cid=be9844904e&mc_eid=56887f1946
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Parents & Friends’ 

Or email 
pfa@smgeelong.catholic.edu.

au 

Rolling Pin Pie Drive 
 

The St Mary’s School Rolling Pin Drive will be running again in 2026, keep an eye out for your 

order form via nForma.  Pies will be delivered to the school on Thursday 21 May.  This was a 

great fundraiser for the P&FA in 2025, and we had some really positive feedback that the 

pies were delicious and a great way to fill the freezer for an easy dinner. 

Second Hand 

Uniform 
 

Please contact the PFA for 

second hand uniform     

orders via  

 

pfauniforms@smgeelong.c

atholic.edu.au 
 

 

Pricelist 

ATTENTION FAMILIES 
 

St Mary’s School has a       
number of JUNIOR BYTE 
Tables to giveaway. 
 
The tables are available for 
collection from the school, 
as soon as possible. 
 
Size 58cmH x 100cmW 
 
The tables are suitable for a 
play or rumpus room or 
could be used outside. 

mailto:pfa@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
mailto:pfa@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
mailto:pfauniforms@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
mailto:pfauniforms@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
https://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au/_files/ugd/e688d4_65d8980e4c28457b814ad4bca4df02d5.pdf
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Staff Email  

School News 

The Music Bus Enrolments 
If your child wishes to join lessons in 2026, please complete the EOI link 
below: 
 
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
ee4627a5204c46158e1ab17e7c8069c6 
Lessons are available at school in Keyboard,  Guitar, Ukulele, Drums and 
vocals. 
Lessons will be held on a Thursday morning. 
Additional  info and online bookings via www.themusicbus.com.au 

CHESS CLASS DETAILS  at St Mary’s School 

 

DAY:  FRIDAY 

TIME: 1:35-2:15pm 

LOCATION: Upstairs 1/2 Space 

COST: $145 per child, per term 

 

Chessforschools 

 

School Lunch Order Service 

MANO Deli 

 

Trial in Term 2  

Tuesday 28/4  

Tuesday 5/5 

 

Order by 12 pm day before. 

Go to Spriggy Schools to order. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vThfioJ1UFbbXwJixYF8GbxLfrKfCs_mA6cD-HWV6IhqYFdp2Z6uCcIzeTheTseSmP7sKhQ25cKuwrP/pubhtml?gid=634347005&single=true
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ee4627a5204c46158e1ab17e7c8069c6
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ee4627a5204c46158e1ab17e7c8069c6
http://www.themusicbus.com.au/
https://chessforschools.com.au/
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Community News 


