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News from the Principal

TERM 2

Dear Families,
Over the past two months, the Leadership Team
and myself, have written the 2021 Annual Report
to the School Community. It was a great opportunity to reflect on the school’s achievements
and the valuable gains we are making in the Five
Spheres of School Improvement; Religious
Dimension, Learning and Teaching, Leadership
and Management, Wellbeing and School
Community. With a second year of disruption
due to the global pandemic, it was rewarding to
see that quality teaching and learning continued
for both staff and students and that a focus on
wellbeing was able to be maintained. I thank
everyone in our school community who contribute to make St Mary’s School the positive and
vibrant school that it is. The Annual Report to the
School Community has been submitted to MACS
and once ratified, will be available via our School
Website or in a hard copy, at the School Office.
In staffing news, Miss Olivia Slee (1/2 Crystal)
has resigned from her classroom teaching
position, effective from the end of this term. I
thank Olivia for her many valuable contributions
and thank her for the kindness and care she
brought to her classroom. 1/2 Crystal will be
taught by Mrs Bridgette Henderson for the
remainder of the year. Bridgette is the ideal
replacement as she knows the students and the
pedagogy of the 1/2 learning area. In the coming
weeks, 2023 teaching positions will be advertised.
Two weeks ago, I was very fortunate to travel to
Hobart to participate in a conference with other
principals of Geelong Catholic primary schools.
The theme of this year’s conference was
GRATITUDE: Learning & Leading in Faith.
The conference opened on Wednesday afternoon with a tour and on-country experience led
by Aboriginal elders and knowledge holders who
shared culture and stories. The tour provided an
opportunity to engage with indigenous spirituality, connection to Country and challenged us to
consider our own connections to the Aboriginal
stories local to us here in Geelong.
We were very fortunate to have a day of learning
with Dr Kerry Howells, a world-renowned
researcher, on ‘Leading with Gratitude’. Kerry
guided us through an investigation of the deep
dimensions of gratitude, the interplay between

gratitude and its shadow - resentment, how to
cultivate gratitude in relationships, and actioning
gratitude as a leadership practice. Kerry believes
that “Gratitude is a way of being which honours
and protects our relationships and cultivates a
sense of interconnectedness.” I received a copy
of Kerry’s new book, ‘Untangling you - How can I
be grateful when I feel so resentful?’ If you would
like to learn more about Kerry or her research on
gratitude, you can visit her website.
The principal group also welcomed Mr Carey
McIver, an Executive Coach and Spiritual Director, who facilitated a conversation on our best
hopes for our leadership in faith, supporting our
dialogue around questions such as: What does it
mean to be a leader of faith, in these times and
for our communities? It was two and a half days
of reflection and connection, re-energising us
and amplifying all the things for which we are
grateful as principals of Catholic schools in our
region.
As a final exercise, together we drafted a
Network prayer drawing on all the elements of
our learning:
God,
Companion on our journey, the giver of light and
love,
We are grateful for the gift of each other, the
members of the Geelong Catholic Primary Principal
Network.
May we all flourish as one body, and through your
immense love, make a home in our hearts for you.
We pray for gratitude, trust, faith, respect and
wisdom.
May we respect the dignity of all as we walk in the
path set by Jesus
And let those who will, follow.
As we lead in faith, let our greatest passion be
compassion
Our greatest strength, love
Our greatest act, service.
May we be nurtured to move forward as
hope-filled leaders in faith.
As we journey together as companions, walk
beside us, lighting the path.
Guide us forward with courage.
We ask this in your name,
Amen.

Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Week 7
Thursday 9 June
P&FA Chocolate Fundraiser
ORDERS CLOSE via OPEROO
Friday 10 June

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Staff Professional Learning
Week 8
Monday 13 June

SCHOOL CLOSED
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Tuesday 14 June: School Advisory Council
Meeting. Please note change of date.

Week 9
Wednesday 22 June
SCHOOL PROGRESS REPORTS Emailed to
Families
Friday 24 June
Term 2 Ends: Students dismissed at 1pm

TERM 3
Week 1
Monday 11 July: Students commence T3
Week 3
Tuesday 26 & Wednesday 27 July
Learning Conversations
Week 5
Sunday 14 August
Sacrament of First Eucharist, 2.30 pm
Week 6
Friday 19 August: Fresh Fruit Friday
Week 7
Wednesday 24 August
BOOKWEEK Celebration Day
Friday 26 August
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Staff Professional Learning
Week 8
Friday 2 September
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Week 9
Friday 9 September
LUNCH ORDER DAY – Cheer Toastie Truck
Week 10
Friday 16 September
Term 3 Ends: Students dismissed at 1pm
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News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,
Last Thursday was a day of celebration! Annice and I hosted 35
visitors, including MACS staff, school leaders, teachers and
language assistants.

Over the past few weeks, our teaching staff have been provided
with time to work together and reflect on each student’s learning
achievements and progress.

As part of the ‘Teachers as Co Learners of Language (TCL) Community of Practice’ professional learning program, offered by MACS,
our visitors spent the morning observing our language learning.
The day aimed to give schools new to the TCL approach, an insight
into what their future in language learning could look like.

With quite a few ‘rolling’ student absences, throughout all classes,
assessment and reporting processes have been particularly tricky
to manage this term. I thank teaching teams for always demonstrating such high levels of flexibility in adjusting learning timetables, often early each morning, to ensure all students are provided
with the same assessment opportunities.
The school’s current reporting strategy has three key elements:
• Student Progress Report (Terms 2 and 4)
• Sharing of student learning, assessment tasks and
feedback via student SeeSaw Journals (regular and
ongoing)
• Learning Conversations (Terms 1 and 3)
On Wednesday 22 June, Student Progress Reports will be distributed by classroom teachers, via school teacher email accounts. To
ensure a copy of the Progress Report is always available, families
are kindly requested to download and appropriately save a copy
of the report for their child/ren.

Our visitors were most delighted with the engagement and
language ability of our students and staff alike. In fact, it was
observed that our Year 5/6 students could engage in Italian
conversation for 2 minutes - this achievement was noted as quite
impressive! We were equally impressed with our many achievements in this space, despite the challenges of the past two years.
Thank you to our language assistant, Carolina Locatelli, and to all
staff for embracing the shared role we all have in language
learning at St Mary’s School.

Complementing the Progress Reports, are this semester’s Student
SeeSaw Journals. Throughout the Semester, work samples and
teacher comments have been posted and provide examples of the
learning content covered along with student achievement in
English and Mathematics. Families are reminded to read their
child’s Progress Report in conjunction with SeeSaw Journals.
Learning Conversations will take place on Tuesday 26 July and
Wednesday 27 July, from 3:40pm - 6:00pm. These parent and
teacher meetings will take place in person, onsite. Students do not
attend the scheduled meeting time with you. Booking information
will be shared in the coming weeks.
Cari Saluti, Marie Monea

UPDATED SCHOOL POLICIES
Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools (MACS) have recently updated existing school policies and provided new policies to take effect at St
Mary’s School, from 1 July, 2022. The policies and documents are available on the school website, School Policies tab. Please be aware of the
following updates in regard to Medical Management at St Mary’s School.
MEDICAL MANAGEMENT PLAN
For students with a diagnosed (by a medical practitioner) health care need, complex care needs, allergy or relevant medical condition, the school
requires a copy of the child’s medically approved Medical Management Plan from the child’s parent/guardian (this is a new form for families). If
the medical management pertains to a specific condition ie Asthma, Anaphylaxis, the medical management template can be used (Asthma Plan).
ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION TO STUDENTS
Medications may only be administered to students in accordance with written MEDICATION AUTHORITY: a Medication Authority Form PLUS a
fully completed, signed and dated Medical Management Plan (or Asthma, Anaphylaxis plan) for ongoing medical needs OR a letter provided by
a registered health practitioner regarding the presenting health needs.
Parents/Carers are responsible for provision of a Medical Management Plan, and where applicable a Medication Authority Form, referencing the
diagnosed medical need and medication to be administered. The School is responsible for administration of medication in accordance with the
documented medication authority for the student.
Medication and forms are required to be handed directly to School Administration, by a parent/guardian.
Please contact Jackie V in the school office if you have any queries, or require further clarification.
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St Mary’s Students supporting the Parish Pantry
Year 5, St Mary’s School students, Isabella B and Sierra J wanted to do something to support the St Mary’s Parish Pantry that helps so
many people in the Geelong community. The girls designed and created some original bookmarks and sold them to the Year 3-6
students at lunch time. They raised $101 and presented this donation to Allan Reeve, Parish Pantry Co-ordinator. What a great effort
and initiative from Isabella and Sierra.
Pictured l-r:
Allan, Isabella and Sierra

From tie-dye to one single colour, we had
every design of which you could think. We
made and created over 100 bookmarks,
selling them to the Year 5/6 students on
Thursday 26 May and the Year 3/4
students, the next day. It felt good knowing that we were doing this in order to
raise money for the Parish Pantry. We
would like to thank Mrs Lappin and Mr
Johnston for helping us set up and organise everything. We also want to thank
everyone who bought a bookmark for
supporting the Parish and all the good that
they do for our community. Overall, we
raised $101 and think this money will help
the Parish gain more supplies for those
who need it most.

Pictured l-r: Isabella & Sierra

- Isabella and Sierra

Pictured: Olivia

Pictured l-r: Chloe & Joshua

National Sorry Day
Thursday 26 May, 2022
Year 1/2 students created a five petal ‘Native Desert Rose’, which signifies compassion and healing.
Together, we will continue to take steps for healing and reconciliation.
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PROJECT
COMPASSION
Thank you to families who
have donated to Project
Compassion.
$532.30 was raised by the
school community.

PFA Lunch Order Day
Term 3
Friday 9 September
Ordering details to come via Operoo in Term 3.

$3 Cheese Toasties
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Hockey Clinics
During Term 2, St Mary’s School students have
been given the opportunity to participate in a
Hockey session run by Claire Barnes from The
Geelong Hockey Association. As one of the
minor sports, it is often unfamiliar to children, so
the session gave everyone the chance to actually
try the sport out and see how much fun hockey
can be. Students enjoyed learning the basics of
hockey and participating in some fun activities.
If Hockey is something your child would like to be
involved in, please contact Claire on 0417 015
130 for more information.

Written
Reflections
by Year 1/2
Students

I really enjoyed playing
together. I learnt how to
control the ball.
Maxine F

Danudri W

Cameron N

Year 1/2

Year 1/2

My favourite thing to do in
hockey was to play red light,
green light. I really enjoyed
learning hockey. I learnt to hit
the ball perfectly.
Florence J

My favourite part of the
hockey clinic was traffic lights. I
learnt how to play hockey
because I didn't know how to
play.
Franklin N

Page 6

Parents & Friends’ Association

St Mary’s Primary School

St Mary’s Primary School

Page 7

Fresh Fruit Friday
Thanks to Greg from East
Fruit Market for providing all
our wonderful students with
fruit at recess last Friday.
Thank you to Kellie Cook for
organising and to our
dedicated Learning Support
Officers for preparing the fruit for each class.

Specialist STAR
Awards
Weeks 5-6

Keep up the great work in your specialist classes,
and well done to the following students who
were awarded the 'Specialist STAR' awards for
Term 2, Weeks 5-6,

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)

Class

THE ARTS

PE

STEM

F-Coral

Patrick M

Nina L

Arlo K

F-Opal

Billy A

Jaci F

Rory F

1/2 Pearl

Maibritt

Cameron N

Florence J

1/2 Topaz

Jack B

Maia B

Jules F

1/2 Crystal

Emily B

Polly L

Jack M

3/4 Group 1

Eloise H

Joel M

Vera K

3/4 Group 2

Peyton M

Roy J

Archie K

3/4 Group 3

Mia P

Hattie P

Patrick H

5/6 Emerald

Angus W

Mabel A

Lily C

5/6 Sapphire

Amelie T

Lottie G

Jasper G

5/6 Turquoise

Logan C

Maya U

Isabella B
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Parents & Friends’ Association
St Mary’s School PFA Second Hand Uniform Shop
DID YOU KNOW?
St Mary’s School has a uniform shop?
Pre-loved uniform items are available for purchase with all proceeds contributing to Parents & Friends’ Association fundraising. Simply contact Tracey via email of Facebook with your uniform needs and she will get back to you when it is ready for collection!

DID YOU KNOW?
You can donate your pre-loved uniform items to the St Mary’s uniform shop?
All uniform items, in very good condition can be donated to the uniform shop. Simply leave your washed items with Jackie V in the
front office and we will do the rest.

Katie, Kirstie, Sherryn and Lauren— P&FA

CONTACT DETAILS:

TRACEY
Email: pfa@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Facebook: School: It’s Social
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Community News
The GSODA Junior Players are very excited to be presenting for your enjoyment,
Please come along and support our local
youth as they sing, dance and act the
night away for our enjoyment.
To book tickets go to the website
GSODA-gsodainc.wordpress.com or use
the QR Code.

SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 2:
Tuesday 26 April to Friday
24 June
TERM 3:
Monday 11 July to Friday
16 September
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

Jack Flynn-French

St Mary’s School, Geelong
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
T: 5229 9453
Newsletter # 9
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