
 

News from the Principal 

Newsletter   # 3               8 March 2023  

St Mary’s Primary School 
W e  a s p i r e ,  w e  i n c l u d e ,  w e  a c h i e v e .  

Dear Families,  

l

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first 
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional  custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. 

Next week is Catholic Education Week and an 
opportune time to reflect on and celebrate all 
that is good about St Mary’s School. We have 
much to be thankful for. As I conduct enrolment 
tours, I am reminded about the school’s positive 
culture, wonderful students, supportive families 
and highly skilled and dedicated teachers and 
staff. As I showcase all St Mary’s School offers, I 
am grateful for everyone who contributes to this 
successful and vibrant learning community. Thank 
you for the part you play. 

St Mary’s School is an inclusive community,  prior-
itising the wellbeing of our students and their 
families. The dads in our St Mary’s School commu-
nity are highly valued and appreciated. To 
strengthen the connection that our dads have in 
our school community, St Mary’s School is 
providing an opportunity for dads to meet and 
connect in an online forum, hosted by Sam from 
All-Time Dads (ATD). The overall cost for each 
participant is $49 for the session. St Mary’s School 
will pay $29 of this cost for each dad that        
registers. The cost for each dad will be $20. This 
subsidised cost is to encourage all our school dads 
to participate. It is hoped that all participating 
dads will then have a common and strengthened 
bond in our school community and additional 
social events can be organised at a school com-
munity level. Dads, please read the flyer on page 
8, and register and attend if possible.  

This year, St Mary’s School is involved in a       
project to further support the mental health and 
wellbeing of our students. Mrs Bernie Hellard has 
been appointed as our Mental Health and Wellbe-
ing Leader, supported by the mental health and 
wellbeing team comprising of Mr Nicholas Coots 
and myself. As a school, we have also enrolled in 
The Resilience Project. This along with the Social 
Emotional Learning Curriculum and School Wide 
Positive Behaviours we embed, we are confident 
that as a school, in partnership with our families, 
we are in a position to support the positive        
mental health of all our students. 

You may have seen that the regional school’s 
2022 NAPLAN data was reported in the Geelong 
Advertiser. St Mary’s School is ranked 9th out of 
71 schools in the region. While we are proud of 
these results and the excellent teaching and  

learning that is occurring in our school, we are 
more proud of the personal characteristics our 
students display each day, such as kindness,        
compassion, fairness and manners. 

As a school, leadership work strategically and 
systematically to ensure the ideal conditions for 
students and staff. One area that is a priority is 
student-teacher ratios. Student-teacher ratios do 
not take into account teacher aides or non-
teaching staff at schools, only the full-time equiva-
lent (FTE) teachers. As reported in the Geelong 
Advertiser, the national student-teacher ratio in 
2021 was 13.3 students for every teacher. St 
Mary’s School ratio is 13.3 students for every 
teacher, and serves all stakeholders very well.  

News Corp has launched its ‘Australia’s Best 
Teachers’ campaign and Melbourne Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools (MACS) is a major partner.       
Australia’s Best Teachers aims to recognise the  
wonderful work of those in the profession by 
celebrating our most inspirational and innovative 
educators. The campaign calls on Australians to 
nominate the great teachers who have, and have 
had, an incredible impact on our students and all 
of our lives. A panel of expert judges will then 
select and announce the top 50 teachers on Satur-
day 6 May 2023. We have some great teachers at 
St Mary’s School and I would like to encourage 
the entire school community to contribute nomi-
nations here.  

A reminder that our Whole School Athletic’s Day 
will be held on Friday, 17 March. We look forward 
to a fabulous day. A reminder, that to ensure 
Landy Field is left in pristine condition, glitter, foil 
pompoms, crepe paper streamers and other       
environmentally unfriendly items are not to be 
brought to the venue. Hand-made posters and 
flags are encouraged. 

Our School Advisory Council will meet on Tuesday 
21 March. Our 2023 members are Fr Jim Clarke, 
Annice Lappin, Marie Monea, Ben Doyle, Brad 
Jones and Helen Lynch. If you would like an item 
added to the agenda, please email: 

 council@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au 

Kind Regards, Annice Lappin 

Upcoming Dates in 2023 

TERM 1  
Week 7 
Monday 6—Friday 10 March 
F-4 SWIMMING PROGRAM 
 
Week 8 
Monday 13 March 
LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY: School Closed 
Tuesday 14—Thursday 16 March 
F-4 SWIMMING PROGRAM 
Wednesday 15 March 
NAPLAN: Writing, Years 3 & 5 
P&FA Meeting, School staffroom, 7:00 pm 
Thursday 16 March 
NAPLAN: Reading, Years 3 & 5 
Friday 17 March 
Whole School Athletics Day, Landy Field 
 
Week 9 
Monday 20 March 
School Assembly (Year 1/2 Pearl) 3:00pm 
Parish & Front Gates open 2:55pm 
NAPLAN: Conventions of Language, Years 3 
& 5 
Tuesday 21 March 
NAPLAN: Numeracy, Years 3 & 5 
School Advisory Council Meeting; 7:00 pm 
Thursday 23 March 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
5:00 pm, St Mary’s Basilica 
Friday 24 March 
FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY (Change of Date) 
P&FA Parents’ Welcome Night, BEAV’S Bar 
 
Week 10 
Monday 27 March: STUDENT FREE DAY 
Parent & Teacher Chats, 12:30—5:00 pm 
Wednesday 29 March 
School Dads event via Zoom, 7:00-8:00 pm 
Thursday 30 March 
PFA Lunch Order Day: Bakery Items 
Friday 31 March 
Foundation 2024 Enrolments Close 
Year 5/6 Students attend Parish Mass, 
10:00 am 

2023 Family 

Handbook 
Scan the QR 

Code or        

follow the link 

2023 Staff 

Email List 
Scan the QR 

Code or        

follow the link 

 

https://www.geelongadvertiser.com.au/geelong-education/schools-hub/naplan-2022-results-for-every-geelong-school-revealed/news-story/b1858e184e051534bfcf3812431b3332
https://www.geelongadvertiser.com.au/geelong-education/schools-hub/naplan-2022-results-for-every-geelong-school-revealed/news-story/b1858e184e051534bfcf3812431b3332
https://www.geelongadvertiser.com.au/geelong-education/schools-hub/student-teacher-ratios-ranked-how-every-geelong-school-class-compares/news-story/98b478bbc401a57ef6abd92b8f284fbc
https://www.geelongadvertiser.com.au/geelong-education/schools-hub/student-teacher-ratios-ranked-how-every-geelong-school-class-compares/news-story/98b478bbc401a57ef6abd92b8f284fbc
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/australias-best-teachers-news-corp-series-to-recognise-inspirational-teachers/news-story/7f3b0ccc1f8c2bdf4a7c56814c56b995
mailto:council@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hl4x3c2Q3b2eJpwoUIfmVxm5Cms_B5YEndL9Sgjm668/edit?usp=sharing
https://c5bc7412-08b8-4986-8b7b-b5530e69468f.filesusr.com/ugd/e688d4_b67a72b791754b939db5754219c28be3.pdf
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WEEK 2 News from the Deputy Principal 

Dear Families, 

As this newsletter goes to ‘press’, 47 Year 5/6 students are representing St Mary’s School in our district’s Basketball and Volleyball       
competition. Thank you to the many parents who responded to Nicholas Coots’ urgent call for support, late last Friday afternoon.  
Teachers and leadership spend a great deal of time organising and planning school events, however, these cannot always proceed with-
out the support and assistance of our dedicated families; thank you!  

 
 
 
 

Lastly, I leave you with a Year 3/4 work sample from one of their Reading for Knowledge sessions.  
 
These sessions focus on fluency, building 
knowledge and comprehension through 
repeated reading, new vocabulary studies 
and written responses.  

This sample, recently posted to SeeSaw 
Journals, required students to analyse an 
excerpt from Saroo Brierley’s book, Little 
Lion, by completing the sentence stem: 
“Saroo was frightened …” using the        
conjunctions - because, but and so.  

The work samples were quite impressive 
and indicative of the amazing and rigor-
ous learning that takes place each every 
day at St Mary’s School. All SeeSaw        
Journals will have posts uploaded in the 
near future that aim to provide families 
with a snapshot of their child’s achieve-
ment in English and Mathematics - thank 
you for engaging with your child’s         
Journal. 

 

Cari Saluti,  Marie Monea 

The Operoo eForm for our School Athletics Day is currently open. Thank you for considering your availability 
for Friday March 17; we are most grateful for your support on and off the field. Please see page 4 for          
important reminders about our School Athletics Day. 

Whilst our 8-day F-4 Swimming Program is in full swing and the School Athletics Day is fast approaching, we 
are also preparing for the upcoming NAPLAN assessments and Parent & Teacher Conversations.  
 
 
 
Next week, NAPLAN assessments will begin next week for students in Year 3 and Year 5. With the exception 
of Year 3 Writing, all NAPLAN tests are conducted online.  

Each test session will commence by 9:05am and it is essential that all participating Year 3 and Year 5        
students are at school, by 8:50am, on each testing day. I have included the test schedule for St Mary’s 
School on page 4. 
 

 
As advertised as part of our key dates for Term 1, Parent & Teacher Conversations will take place on Monday 
27 March between 12:30pm and 5:00pm. 

This day is a planned School Closure Day for St Mary’s School.  

These conversations will be held onsite and in your child’s learning space. Meeting times are arranged in 15 
minute (Years 1-6) or 20 minutes (Foundation) blocks. Your child/ren do not attend this meeting time. 

Please be on the lookout for the booking details that will be sent to your Operoo inbox tomorrow. You will 
be able to secure your preferred meeting time as soon as you receive the notification.  
 



 

                                                             

 

St Mary’s Primary School  

The talent at St Mary’s 

School is strong!  
Week 8 

F-4 Swimming  
(Tues-Thurs) 

Monday 13/3 School Closed: Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday 14/3 Parents’ and Friends Meeting; 7:00pm 

Wednesday 15/3 NAPLAN (Years 3&5) Begins;  P&FA Meeting, School Staffroom, 7:00pm 

Friday 17/3 School Athletics Day; Landy Field 

Week 9 Monday 20/3 3:00pm School Assembly (1/2 Pearl). Parish and Front Gates open at 2:55pm 

Tuesday 21/3 School Advisory Council Meeting; 7:00pm 

Wednesday 22/3 School (2024 Enrolments) Tour; 9:30am.    Year 1/2 students attending the 10:00am Parish Mass 

Thursday 23/3 Sacrament of Confirmation; 5:00pm at St Mary’s Basilica.   PSG Meetings 

Friday 24/3 NAPLAN (Years 3&5) Concludes.   Parents’ and Friends Welcome Night.  FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY 

Week 10 Monday 27/3 Student Free Day: Parent & Teacher Chats from 12:30pm-5:00pm 

Tuesday 28/3 School (2024 Enrolments) Tour; 9:30am 

Thursday 30/3 Lunch Order Day - Pies **Please note, change of day than previously advertised 

Friday 31/3 Year 5/6 students attending the 10:00am Parish Mass.    2024 Foundation Enrolments Close 

Week 11 Monday 3/4 Years 3-6 Cross Country - Eastern Park 

Tuesday 4/4 (Girls) AFL Year 5/6 participating students 

Thursday 6/4 12:30pm School Assembly (Foundation). Parish and Front Gates open at 12:25pm 

Thursday 6/4 End of Term 1. Students dismissed at 1:00pm 

TERM 1 KEY DATES 

Page 3 

TERM 2 KEY DATES  

Week 1 
 

Monday 24/4 School Closure Day:  Staff Professional Learning 

Tuesday 25/4 Public Holiday: ANZAC Day 

Wednesday 26/4 Students commence Term 2, 8:50 am 

Week 2 Monday 1/5 3:00pm School Assembly (5/6 Emerald). Parish and Front Gates open at 2:55pm 

Friday 5/5 Mother’s Day Breakfast; 8:15 am 

Week 4 Monday 15/5 3:00pm School Assembly (3/4 Garnet). Parish and Front Gates open at 2:55pm 

Week 6 Monday 29/5 3:00pm School Assembly (1/2 Crystal). Parish and Front Gates open at 2:55pm 

Week 7 Friday 9/6 School Closure Day: Staff Professional Learning 

Week 8 Monday 12/6 Public Holiday:  King’s Birthday 

Week 9 Monday 19/6 3:00pm School Assembly (Foundation). Parish and Front Gates open at 2:55pm 
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WEEK 2 2023 Naplan Schedule  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
• Students are required to be at school by 8:45am. 

Classes will begin walking to Landy Field at 9:00am 
sharp. 

• Parents/Guardians are able to bring their child to 
Landy Field and await their class' arrival and/or 
collect their child at the end of the day from Landy 
Field. Signing in or out using the school's VPASS 
system and notifying the classroom teacher are 
essential.  

• To keep Landy Field clean, streamers, glitter, foil 
ribbon, crepe paper and pom poms are not      
allowed. 

STUDENTS:  
• Wear Sport Uniform (house coloured t-shirt is 

permitted). 

• Bring your school sun hat - it must be worn all day. 
If you are meeting us there, please place it in your 
bag on Thursday afternoon.  

• Apply Sunscreen in the morning and then again 
throughout the day as required. A small amount of 
coloured zinc can be applied. 

• Carry a small backpack (or school bag) with a 
snack, fruit, lunch and water bottle. For inclement 
weather, bring a raincoat. 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS: 

• All classroom teachers will have the school’s 
VPASS QR Code for you to sign your child in or out, 
if required, on the day. Signing in or out using the 
school's VPASS system and notifying the classroom 
teacher are essential.  

• Written permission is required for any student 
being collected by a person other than their 
parent/guardian. 

• F-2 students will depart Landy Field by bus at 
12:45pm. Parents/Guardians can collect their F-2 
child from Landy Field at this time, if desired.  

• Parents/Guardians of F-2 students wishing for 
their child to remain at Landy Field can do so. 
These students are required to be supervised by 
their parents/guardians for the duration of the 
Athletics Day.  

• A coffee van will be available during the day for 
spectators to purchase drinks. 

NAPLAN TEST TEST DATE & DURATION TEST SUMMARY 

Writing Wednesday 15/3  
Year 3: 40 minutes 

Year 5: 42 minutes 

Students are provided with a ‘writing       
stimulus’ (a ‘prompt’ – an idea or topic) and 
asked to write a response in a particular 
genre (narrative or persuasive writing). 

Reading Thursday 16/3 

Year 3: 45 minutes 

Year 5: 50 minutes 

Students read a range of informative,         
imaginative and persuasive texts and then 
answer related questions. 

Conventions of Language Monday 20/3 

Year 3: 45 minutes 

Year 5: 45 minutes 

This test assesses spelling, grammar and 
punctuation. 

Numeracy Tuesday 21/3 

Year 3: 45 minutes 

Year 5: 50 minutes 

This test assesses number and algebra, 
measurement and geometry, and statistics 
and probability. 

All assessments begin at 9:05 am.  Years 3 and 5 students are required to be at school by 8:50 am on these days. 

SCHOOL ATHLETICS DAY      Friday 17 March  



 

                                                             

  

St Mary’s Primary School  

LENT - Project Compassion  

 Page 5 

Foundation—Year 4 

SWIMMING PROGRAM 

TIMETABLE 
Geelong Aquatic Centre 

 

6 March to 10 March 

14 March to 16 March 
 
SESSION 1: 
Foundation Opal, Foundation Coral, 3/4 Garnet 
12:00 pm  Bus pick at St Mary’s 
12:15 pm  Change at Geelong Aquatic Centre 
12:30—1:00pm Swimming Lesson 
1:00 pm  Change at Geelong Aquatic Centre 
1:15 pm  Depart Geelong Aquatic Centre 
1:30 pm  Arrive St Mary’s School 
 
SESSION 2: 
3/4 Onyx, 1/2 Crystal, 1/2 Topaz 
12:30 pm   Bus pick at St Mary’s 
12:45 pm  Change at Geelong Aquatic Centre 
1:00-1:30 pm Swimming Lesson 
1:30 pm  Change at Geelong Aquatic Centre 
1:45 pm  Depart Geelong Aquatic Centre 
2:00 pm  Arrive St Mary’s School 
 
SESSION 3: 
3/4 Quartz, 1/2 Pearl 
1:00 pm   Bus pick at St Mary’s 
1:15 pm  Change at Geelong Aquatic Centre 
1:30-2:00 pm Swimming Lesson 
2:00 pm  Change at Geelong Aquatic Centre 
2:15 pm  Depart Geelong Aquatic Centre 
2:30 pm  Arrive St Mary’s School 
 

Flyers were sent home with all students on photo day with unique 
image codes.  Please contact the school office if you did not receive 
a code. 

Today your child will receive a Project Compassion Box.  
 
This Lent we come together with thousands of Australian 
schools, parishes and supporters to raise funds for people 
living in some of the most vulnerable communities and 
who confront the challenges of poverty on a daily basis. 
Through locally-led programs, Caritas works with all       
people, with shared hope and compassion, towards a 
world where we all can thrive and reach our full potential.  
 
Please talk about this with your children. Maybe they can 
spare some pocket money or parents can spare money 
spent on a coffee, every little bit helps. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Bridgette Henderson 
Religious Education Leader 

SACRAMENT OF  
CONFIRMATION  

Year 6 

 

 

Thursday 23 March, 2023 

5:00pm 

(St Mary’s Basilica) 

SACRAMENT OF 
FIRST              

EUCHARIST  

Year 4 

 

 

Sunday 13 August, 2023 

2:30pm 

(St Mary’s Basilica) 
 

SACRAMENT OF 
PENANCE 

Year 3 

 

 

To be held in Term 4 during 
the school day 

(Date and details to be         
confirmed) 

 

Sacrament Dates 
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WEEK 2 
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Procedure for late pickup of students, after 

3:35pm 

 
After school, all school gates are supervised by staff until 3:35 
pm.  Families are required to contact the school if unexpectedly 
delayed.  Any student remaining after 3:35 pm without any 
contact received from the family, will be escorted to the Fish 
Bowl for supervision. 
A late fee will be incurred of $1.00 per minute until 4:00 pm 
and $5.00 per minute until collection after 4:00 pm. 

 School Assemblies 
This year, we are returning to whole School                   
Assemblies.  

Four assemblies will be scheduled throughout the term, with a 
class from each year level cohort responsible for showcasing 
their learning. Families can access the school’s atrium via the 
Front or Parish Gates, which will open 5 minutes prior to the 
assembly’s start time. The administration area is not used as 
an access point to the atrium at this time.. 

Late Arrivals/Early Pick Ups 
Late arrivals (after 8:58 am) and early departures (before 3:20 
pm) are coordinated at the school’s administration office.    
Parents/Guardians are required to use the school’s VPASS QR 
code to sign in or out, via the IPad or mobile phone. 

 Bell Times 
 
8:30am - 8:50am  Gates open at 8:30am  
Students enter learning spaces at 8:50am 
8:58am-11:30am  Learning Session 1   
9:00am   Morning Attendance Roll 
11:30am-11:40am  Supervised Eating Time  
11:40am-12:10pm  Play Break 1 
12:10pm -1:50pm  Learning Session 2   
1:50pm-2:00pm  Supervised Eating Time 
1:58pm   Afternoon Attendance Roll  
2:00pm-2:30pm  Play Break 2 
2:30pm-3:20pm  Learning Session 3 
3:20pm-3:35pm  Gates open at 3:20pm  

 Parent request for archived student information 
If you require any archived information including enrolment 
information, NAPLAN results or past student reports, please 
email you request to:         
admin@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au and send $5 cash in a clear-
ly marked envelope for each document required. Please be 
mindful that some of these documents will take some time to 
source and can not be provided immediately. 

SCHOOL REMINDERS 
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WEEK 2 Invitation For St Mary’s School Dads 

REGISTER NOW 

‘King of the Morning’ (KOM) 21 Day Challenge 

https://www.alltimedads.com/offers/2cE9zkPK/checkout
https://www.alltimedads.com/kom-webinar


 

 

Jack Flynn-French  
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Community News 
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WEEK 2 Community News 

Clonard College Open Day 

Wednesday 15 March until 

Friday 24 March. 

 

Multiple Information and tour 

sessions. 

 

Bookings are essential 

via www.clonard.vic.edu.au  

 

Enrolments for Year 7 close 

on Friday 5 May 2023. 

http://www.clonard.vic.edu.au/


 

 

Jack Flynn-French  
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Community News 

Visit SHC:  2023 Discovery Day 

Explore life at Sacred Heart College 
Sacred Heart College will be hosting our annual Discovery Day on Friday 24 March 2023. The event provides an opportunity for          
prospective families to visit the school and experience learning in action at SHC.  With the option to attend either a morning session or 
an afternoon session, all young visitors are encouraged to use their Discovery Day College Map (provided on arrival) to explore the 
school areas and activities that spark their interest the most. 
Families will have an opportunity to meet Principal Anna Negro and College leadership staff, and pose any questions to staff House 
Leaders and student leaders. 
Book your spot for Discovery Day via our website here: https://www.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/college-tours 

https://www.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/college-tours


 

 

Jack Flynn-French  
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St Mary’s School, Geelong 
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au 

 
T: 5229 9453 

 
Newsletter # 3 

Term 1—Week  7 
 

St Mary’s Primary School  

 

 

 
Facebook: 
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong 
 

Instagram: 
stmarys_ps_geelong 
Twitter: 
@StMarysPS3220 
School Website: 
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au 
Parent Portal password - 

mary175 

 
 

 

 

Community News 

2023 Family Handbook 
Scan the QR Code or       

follow the link 

2023 School Dates 
Scan the QR Code or        

follow the link 

2023 Staff Email List 
Scan the QR Code or        

follow the link 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Weekend 
“Live Your Best Life in Love” 
Every relationship is a journey 
and the grind of everyday life can 
cause you to lose touch with your 
spouse. 
This experience gives married 
couples the tools to keep your 
passion alive in a gentle, nurtur-
ing environment, away from  
pressures and distractions of 
daily living. 
The weekend is based around 
Catholic values and couples of all 
faiths are welcome. 
Please check our website for 
more details. 
  
28-30 April 2023 in  Melbourne 
(Book early to avoid disappoint-
ment) 
Information/
Bookings: Phone Mercy & 
James 0409 183 676 or 
Email:  
vicbookings@wwme.org.au     
Website: wwme.org.au 

http://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/St.MarysPrimaryGeelong
https://www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/St.MarysPrimaryGeelong
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hl4x3c2Q3b2eJpwoUIfmVxm5Cms_B5YEndL9Sgjm668/edit?usp=sharing
https://c5bc7412-08b8-4986-8b7b-b5530e69468f.filesusr.com/ugd/e688d4_f67312f9c6164b1aa7f4e4f31180ac25.pdf
https://c5bc7412-08b8-4986-8b7b-b5530e69468f.filesusr.com/ugd/e688d4_b67a72b791754b939db5754219c28be3.pdf
mailto:vicbookings@wwme.org.au
http://www.wwme.org.au/

