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News from the Principal

TERM 2

Dear Families,
We are now over half way through Term 2. The
mornings and evenings are growing cooler and
the days filled with sunshine are greatly appreciated.
In this term’s first newsletter, we shared with
you our strategic contingency plan for staffing,
when faced with staffing shortages due to staff
absence due to illness. During the past four
weeks, we have successfully enacted our staff
replacement plan on many occasions. I have no
doubt that this will continue for the remainder of
term and into the next. Our main priority continues to be maintaining continuity of learning and
positive wellbeing for all. With increased staff
absences, so far, purposeful teaching and
learning has been able to continue using replacement teachers, combining classes and rearranging the timetable. If for any reason, learning is
greatly impacted for a particular year level,
families will be notified at the end of the day, via
Operoo.
At St Mary’s School, communication with families
is a priority for both administration staff and
teaching staff. We have three main electronic
forms of communication and each has a different
purpose.
Operoo is used for administration, including
email, SMS and the sending of our school newsletter. It is also used to communicate details
about excursions, school events, first aid visit
notifications, seek parental permission and
inform the school of student medical conditions
and other matters. Please respond to Operoo
notifications as soon as you can, as this will stop
the repeated notifications asking for a response.
Seesaw is used as part of our reporting package.
It is a platform that provides families with real
time reporting. It is used for communicating to
families, student learning and achievement. It
includes student work samples, evidence of
learning and notification about learning experiences in the classroom. Families have the opportunity to “like” and “comment” on their child’s
learning and tasks

Email is used by staff to communicate with
parents about matters relating specifically to
their child/ren. Families and staff are encouraged
to send emails only between the hours of 8:00am
and 5:00pm on weekdays. Staff will endeavour to
respond within a reasonable timeframe, also
within these hours of work.
For matters that require an urgent response,
please contact the school via phone.
St Mary’s School values ‘The Arts’, Music,
Visual, Dance and Drama. As such, a showcase of
students’ learning; a concert or art show, is a
highlight for our community each year. Unfortunately due to COVID19 government restrictions,
a showcase event was not held in 2020 or 2021.
With hope in a return to a ‘new normal’, a 2022
Art Show is currently being planned for early in
Term 4. (SAVE THE DATE! October 13) The event
will be held on our school site from 5:00pm7:00pm. Students will have the opportunity to
share their learning in Visual Art and Music and
Dance. More details will be shared closer to the
event.
The Geelong Catholic Primary Principal Network
is a group of principals who are committed to
leading the way in faith and education. In an
effort to meet the goals of our strategic plan,
2021-2023, I am attending a three day conference in Hobart, Tasmania with the other Geelong
Catholic primary principals. The purpose of our
Network Strategic Plan is to inform, shape and
direct our work and enable us to implement
strategic directions that will effect change and
ensure continuous improvement. It provides an
overarching understanding of the needs of the
Network and other key stakeholders into the
future and will be used to guide our network
meetings and follow up activity. Our Network
creates a vibrant opportunity for us to grow in
faith, learn together, invest in developing
contemporary strategies to sustain and extend
our learning communities and share best practice
to drive improved learning outcomes for
students and staff across our Network.
Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Week 5
Friday 27 May
I sea, I care Ambassadors’ excursion
Week 6
Monday 30 May
Assembly, Foundation Families invited to
attend. 2.50 pm.
Wednesday 1 June
Netball Lightning Prem. Yr 5/6
Friday 3 June: FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY
Week 7
Monday 6 June
Assembly, Yr 3/4 Families invited to attend.
2.50 pm.
Tuesday 7 June
P&FA Meeting, 7.00 pm, school staffroom.
Please note change of date
Thursday 9 June
P&FA Chocolate Fundraiser
ORDERS CLOSE via OPEROO
Friday 10 June
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Staff Professional Learning
Week 8
Monday 13 June
SCHOOL CLOSED
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Tuesday 14 June: School Advisory Council
Meeting. Please note change of date.

Week 9
Friday 24 June
Term 3 Ends: Students dismissed at 1pm

TERM 3
Week 1
Monday 11 July: Students commence T3

Specialist Timetable
Change
NEXT WEEK
WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE
Foundation Classes
THURSDAY 2 JUNE
Year 1/2 Classes
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News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,
This morning, our Foundation
students were invited to the
Geelong Library and Heritage
Centre for this year’s National
Simultaneous Storytime reading of Family Tree, by Josh Pyke.
Our youngest students were the
perfect ambassadors for our
school.
Their
responsible,
respectful and safe behaviour is
to be commended.
Today, I am sharing with you an
article from The Age about the
recently published, version 9 of
the Australian Curriculum. It's a
short read that certainly affirms
the curriculum design at St
Mary’s School!
Version 9, as the article states,
has been “pared back” to make
way for a greater emphasis on
phonics and First Nations
history. Whilst many schools
will begin planning for this shift
in curriculum design from next
year, for us, we will continue to
consolidate and refine our
practices in this space.
This term’s learning across the
school is centred around
Australian History. With a
particular focus on using rich
literature to build knowledge, a
‘critical text’ is chosen to
support and complement the
key themes of each unit of
work. I have included this
term’s chosen texts that your
child/ren may be sharing with
you at home. These texts illustrate our commitment to
embedding First Nations history
into our learning design.

Through a study of the powerful words and images of Somebody’s
Land by Adam Goodes and Ellie Laing, our Year 1/2 students have
learnt about the Latin expression, terra nullius, meaning “empty
land” or “no man’s land”.
Last Monday, students beautifully shared Somebody’s Land as part
of their year level assembly, and together, choral read the
repeated key passage:
For thousands and thousands of years,
Aboriginal people lived on the lands we now call Australia.
The land was where people built their homes,
played in the sun, and sat together to tell stories.
When the white people came, they called the land Terra Nullius.
They said it was nobody's land. But it was somebody's land.

Year 3/4 students have been reading Nanberry: Black Brother
White by Australian author, Jackie French.
Set in 1789, this historical fiction complements key learning about
this particular time in Australian history - before and after the
arrival of the First Fleet. It tells the story of Australia’s first
surgeon, John White, and his adoption of Nanberry, an Aboriginal
boy.
French documents the two worlds of ‘black’ and ‘white’ of the
time and the selected extracts read to each class show how
Nanberry bridges these two very different “worlds” together.

Tomorrow is National Sorry Day.
Learning about Australia’s Federation and the status and rights
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, Year 5/6
students have been reading The Burnt Stick by Anthony Hill.
Written and published in 1995, before there had been much
public discussion about the stolen generations, The Burnt Stick
is the story of a young Australian Aboriginal boy, John
Jagamarra, who was taken from his mother.
Nobody asked the mothers ... The Welfare believed they
would soon get over their loss. And nobody asked the
children - they would soon forget. Yet John Jagamarra did not
forget. He was nearly five when the Big Man from Welfare
came looking for him - and you can remember many things
when you are almost five years old.

Next Thursday, St Mary’s School is hosting the CECV Languages Team and 30 teachers from various Melbourne and Werribee Schools.
Please note, the Specialist Timetable change for Foundation classes (Wednesday 1 June) and Year 1/2 classes (Thursday 2 June) for next
week only.
Cari Saluti
Marie Monea
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Thank you for the thoughtful messages we have received regarding the sad news of our chickens. They will be missed,
particularly by Mrs Bowman and our Year 1 cohort who raised them from their hatching stage and for a number of dedicated senior
students who have cared for them daily. We leave you with these special memories.
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Division Cross
Country
Championships
Congratulations to the St Mary’s School students
who qualified to compete in the 2022 Geelong
North & Bellarine Division Cross Country
Championships held yesterday, at Eastern
Gardens.
Thank you to Kellie Noonan (Yr 5/6 Sapphire),
and Learning Support, Narelle and James who
helped on the day, and Mrs B (PE teacher) for
coordinating the student’s participation.
Well done to the St Mary’s School students who
supported and encouraged each other throughout the event.
The following students have qualified to
compete at the next level of Cross Country:
Geelong North Boys 9/10 years old
Rory J (placed 2nd)
Darcy C (placed 3rd)
Joel M (placed 12th)
Geelong North Girls 11 years old
Willow G (placed 1st)
Pippa M (placed 7th)
Geelong North Girls 12/13 years old
Lottie G (placed 1st)
Pictured (l-r): Joel M, Rory J and Darcy C

Pictured (l-r): Willow G, Lottie G and Pippa M
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Parents & Friends’ Assocation

WEEK 2
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Specialist STAR
Awards
Keep up the great work in your specialist
classes, and well done to the following
students who were awarded the 'Specialist
STAR' awards for Term 2, Weeks 3-4,

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)

Class

THE ARTS

STEM

F-Coral

Hugo L

Patrick B

F-Opal

Kye V

Harvey C

1/2 Pearl

Olivia U

Lara P

1/2 Topaz

Piper K

Will D

1/2 Crystal

Sylvie H

Indie P

3/4 Group 1

Bianca W

Isla B

3/4 Group 2

Isabelle J

Saige J

3/4 Group 3

Matylda M

Isla W

5/6 Emerald

Amelie R

Liv T

5/6 Sapphire

Jasper G

Hannah W

5/6 Turquoise

Lily D

Josh I

PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES
Thank you to families who have donated and returned their Project Compassion
collection box to the school.
If you are collecting for Project Compassion, please return boxes to the school office
by Friday 27 May, 2022.

SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 2:
Tuesday 26 April to Friday
24 June
TERM 3:
Monday 11 July to Friday
16 September
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

Jack Flynn-French

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore
how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
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T: 5229 9453
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