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News from the Principal

TERM 4

Dear Families,
I hope everyone has enjoyed their long weekend
and are ready for the final six and a half weeks
of term.
Last Friday we celebrated World Teachers’ Day!
The commitment of our staff is extraordinary.
All go above and beyond for our students and I
appreciate their dedication and care. Thank you
to the families who wished staff a very happy
day and showed them great appreciation. The
staff enjoyed a lovely lunch and were appreciative of the kind messages, particularly from the
Parents and Friends’ Association who organised
for our staffroom to be decorated.
Managing student behaviour is something that
the teachers deal with on a daily basis. They do
so in a way that ensures the dignity of all
involved and the majority of students behave in
a way that is pleasing and contributes positively
to our learning community. On occasion, when
students continue to disrupt learning or place
themselves or others in unsafe situations, teachers call on my assistance. When a child is ‘sent
to the principal’s office’ a calm and restorative
conversation takes place. There is no yelling,
blaming or shaming. The first question I ask is
usually, “Can you tell me about what happened?
This is usually followed by ”Can you tell me how
you're feeling?” From there, the student and I
seek to find a solution and strategies for them to
use if a similar situation arises. Usually, the
student returns to class and I try to check in
with them to see how they are going. Depending on the conversation and if the inappropriate
behaviour continues, I may contact the parent,
usually via email so there is record of contact.
Often the contacting of parents is not necessary
and the student often speaks with their parents
about the incident. If your child speaks to you
about any incident at school, and something
doesn’t sound right, I encourage you to seek
further clarification. In my experience, the
students who flourish are those who see their
parents working in partnership with the school,
for their benefit.
As we enter the final six weeks of Term 4, this is
a time where we can often see an escalation of
unsettled behaviour and some not-so-wise

choices taking place in classrooms, the playground and online, particularly by our most
senior students. Teachers have planned a
rigorous learning and assessment program and
their expectations about using class time
productively and remaining safe, respectful and
responsible learners at all times, remain
unchanged. We would appreciate you having
regular conversations with your child about the
school’s expectations in relation to learning,
behaviour and uniform until the final day of
term.
A reminder that smart watches, mobile phones
and other communication devices are not
permitted to be used by students while at St
Mary’s School. If your child has this technology,
they are encouraged to leave it at home or if it
absolutely needs to be at school during the
school day, that it is kept in their school bags
and not accessed. Students are not permitted to
contact family members during school hours.
The school will contact families if required.
As a community, we continue to work diligently
to build our family-teacher relationships. Our
school practice, where by all classroom teachers
are present on the atrium at the end of the day,
has been reintroduced. Families are invited to
take advantage of this opportunity to informally
catch up with their child's classroom teacher
and socially interact with other families on the
atrium.

Week 6
Monday 7 November
Year 5/6 Assembly. Gates Open 2:50pm.
Tuesday 8 November: - 9:30—11.00 am
2023 Foundation Transition to School
Friday 11 November: FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Year 3 Students.
Details TBC due to Parish Commitments.
Week 7
Thursday 17 November
PFA Colour Run & Picnic, 5:00 pm—6:30 pm
Friday 18 November
PFA Lunch Order Day—Salad Sandwiches
Week 8
Tuesday 22 November: 9:30-11:00 am
2023 Foundation Transition to School
Wednesday 23 November
Year 6 Celebration Day, Eastern Beach
Friday 25 November: SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
2023 Planning Day
Week 9
Year 3/4 Camp
2 days/1 night: 28/11/22 to 29/11/22
Camp Angahook, Aireys Inlet
Week 10
Year 5/6 Camp
3 days/2 nights: 7/12/22 to 9/12/22
Gundiwindi Lodge, Silvan

With the recent wet weather conditions, there
has been an increase in mosquito numbers here
at St Mary’s School and beyond. Families are
encouraged to apply repellent to their children’s
skin prior to arriving at school and teach them
how to reapply if deemed necessary. School
staff are not in a position to supply or apply
repellent for students.

Week 11
Tuesday 13 December
Whole School 2023 Step up Morning
Student Semester 2 Reports emailed to
families

Finally, an invitation is extended to all in our
school community to attend a morning tea in
the MacKillop Room on Thursday, December 1
from 9:00am. This event is to thank all those
who have contributed in any way to our school
this year. An Operoo to confirm numbers will be
sent out shortly. Please note this date in your
diary.
Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

Thursday 15 December
Year 5/6 Celebration Day, Adventure Park
Year 6 Graduation, 5:00 pm

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Wednesday 14 December
Year 1/2 Celebration Day, Cinema & Hot Chips

Friday 16 December
End of Term 4, Students Dismissed 1:00 pm

Week 6 Specialist Day Change
FOUNDATION: Wednesday 9/11
YEAR 1/2: Thursday 10/11
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News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,
It is Week 5 and it is great to be
back! My extended holiday
break afforded me much time
with family and friends. I am
happy to report that my ten
month old niece shows great
stamina to sit through multiple
reads of That’s not my Kangaroo, Where’s Spot and Boo Zoo
in one sitting … gifted, I know
(wink!).
Reading instruction at St Mary’s
School aligns with ‘Science of
Reading’ practices. This shift in
instruction has seen leaders
and teachers learn and work
together over the past few
years to ensure our instructional decisions - how we teach are
evidence-informed. Our
journey so far has required a
lot, and I mean a lot of professional learning, inclusive of
many evening webinars and out
of school time professional readings!

Learning Difficulties Australia Conference, Sunday 23 October, Melbourne

The Sunday before last, Annice, Deborah, Raquel and I spent the
day at the Learning Difficulties Australia Conference held in
Melbourne. Led by keynote speaker, Professor Linnea Ehri, the
day was insightful and wonderful to be part of. Ehri is a distinguished professor, published more than 130 research papers,
received numerous awards accredited to her inspirational work
and is certainly an expert on the development of reading.
Put simply, Ehri’s theory and research help us to be better
educators. One major finding from Ehri’s work is that readers
use their knowledge of grapheme-phoneme (letter-sound)
connections to retain sight words in memory. Sight words are
written words that are recognised at a glance, without the need
for decoding (sounding out). When connections between the
graphemes (letters) in a written word and the phonemes
(sounds) in its pronunciation are made, the process of orthographic mapping takes place. Orthographic mapping automatically creates sight words and these are stored in our mental
lexicon - the brain’s store of what we know about words.
According to Ehri, the process of orthographic mapping allows
us to be good at reading words and to be literate.
Along with understanding the crucial process of orthographic
mapping, Ehri’s research has contributed to our understanding
of psychological processes and sources of difficulty in learning
to read and spell. She notes that the complexity of learning to
read needs to be addressed in a systematic and explicit way,
teaching children: letters and phonemic awareness (hearing

speech sounds in words); vocabulary learning (meanings of
words); learning to spell and systematic phonics instruction (for
St Mary’s School, this is our Little Learners Love Literacy
Program). All of these critical components are evident in our
Year Level Timetables from Foundation to Year 6!
Listening to Professor Ehri speak was very affirming. Our work at
St Mary’s School, over a short space of time and through the
rolling lockdowns of 2020-2021, is really something to be proud
of! You are welcome to discuss the research and our practices
with me or any of our educators. As researchers of our profession, we thrive on professional learning and dialogue about our
precious work: educating your children.
Cari Saluti, Marie Monea
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2023 School Fees & Levies
Family Fee
Building Levy

WEEK 2
$1,850.00
$365.00
$2,215.00

Additional Charges (PER CHILD)
Activity & Event Levy (All Students)
Stationery & Materials Levy (All Students)

$15.00
$135.00

Technology Levy (All Students)

$85.00

Chromebook Levy (Yrs 3-6)

$50.00

Sacramental Levy (Yrs 3, 4 & 6)

$25.00

Swimming Levy (Yrs Foundation-4)

$80.00

Camp Fee—2 days/1 night (Yrs 3&4)

$180.00

Camp Fee—3 days/2 nights (Yrs 5&6)

$285.00

Fee & Levies Commitment
Agreement
All NEW FAMILIES to the school will
need to complete a Fee & Levies
Commitment Agreement, available
from the school office or school
website: Parent Portal
(password mary175)

CURRENT school families only need
to complete a NEW Fee & Levies
Agreement if they wish to make a
change to their current arrangement
with the school. Please contact the
school office.

Following presentation to the School Advisory Council of the above 2023 School Fees & Levies, we confirm the following:
There are three compulsory components to school fees and levies:




Family Fee - $1,850.00 per family per year: The Family Fee
covers the majority of school expenses and includes school paid
staff salaries, student protection insurance, administration and
operating costs of the school.
Building Levy - $365.00 per family per year. The Building Levy is a
building improvements and maintenance levy and is used for the
acquisition, construction and maintenance of school buildings,
and to support capital loan repayments. It is compulsory and not
tax deductible. (NB: Donations to the School Building Fund would be
tax deductible. Please contact the school for more information).



Additional Charges (per student):
The Stationery Levy & Technology Levy is an annual fee charged
per student to assist with the cost of textbooks, stationery &
classroom materials, IT hardware upgrades, software & licensing.
The Chromebook Levy was a newly introduced levy in 2022,
charged annually per student in Years 3-6 to provide a dedicated
Chromebook device to each student in these year levels for use
in class and to assist with any further remote learning or at home
tasks. This device remains the property of the school at all times.
The Sacramental Program is conducted for students within Years
3, 4 & 6 each year (Reconciliation, First Eucharist/Holy Communion and Confirmation, respectively) and a levy is charged for
every student within these year levels. (Please note: although Non
-Catholics participate in the Sacramental Program they are not
eligible to receive a Sacrament).

The Activity & Event Levy (introduced in 2018) is an annual fee
charged per student. It will cover a student’s involvement in
activities where they provide a gift for their chosen recipient for
Mother’s Day & Father’s Day and participate in Feast Days
(Mannix, Mercy & McAuley) & Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day)
where support is given to various Community Groups including
the St Mary’s Parish Pantry. (Please note: The school’s Parents &
Friend’s Association (PFA) will hold various separate events during
the year which may include a cost).

The Swimming Program is a compulsory eight (8) day program
for all students in Foundation – Year 4 with a levy per student
charged to support the cost of this program.

Annual Camps (Please note: All Camp Food is included in the Fee
and is GST inclusive): Students in Years 3 & 4 participate in an
overnight camp (2 days/1 night). Students in Years 5 & 6 participate in a two (2) night camp (3 days/2 nights).
Family School Fees Statements
Families are billed annually for School Fees & Levies at the commencement of the school year. Any family commencing or leaving
during the school year will receive rebates as per the Principal’s discretion. Families can apply for an adjustment (concession) to school
fees in 2023 by completing the School Fees Concession Program
Application Form for the Principal’s consideration. Forms are available here for families wishing to apply in 2023.
Payment of School Fees
The school’s preferred payment option is by Direct Debit either annually, quarterly, monthly or fortnightly. Alternatively, families preferring to make a one off, lump sum, full payment at the beginning of
the year can do so by cash, cheque, credit card or EFT Transfer prior to
28 February, 2023.
If families are unable to comply with either of these methods of payment you are asked to make an appointment with the Principal to
organise a Private Fee Agreement, which will be reviewed each year.
Families selecting payment by Direct Debit complete a Direct Debit
Authority Form, which will continue to operate for the length of time
the family has any child(ren) enrolled in St Mary’s Primary School with
the amount payable adjusted accordingly each year unless the school
receives written advice to the contrary. Please note: Families who
request individual split billing will need to complete separate Fee &
Levies Commitment Agreements and their payments will be adjusted
accordingly.
If school fees are not paid, and there is no approved payment arrangement in place, your child(ren)’s enrolment will be reviewed. Legal
advice may also be sought for outstanding accounts to be forwarded
to a commercial collection agency with any additional collection costs
payable (if applicable) payable by the family.
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Education Curriculum is GST exempt, and as such GST does not apply
to School Fees and Levies. However other activities of a recreational
nature (e.g. Food on School Camps) do attract GST and is charged
accordingly.
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Camps, Sports
and Excursions
Fund (CSEF)

Business Sign Opportunity
School Fence: McKillop Street

Since 2015 the Victorian Government’s Camps, Sports
and Excursions Fund (CSEF) has assisted eligible
families by providing payments to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold
a valid means-tested concession card or are a
temporary foster parent as at 30 January 2023, you
may be eligible for CSEF in 2023. The allowance will
be paid directly to the school to use towards expenses
relating to camps, excursions/incursions, or sporting
activities for the benefit of your child. Application
forms are available here for application in 2023.

St Mary’s School, Parents and Friends’
Association Annual Fundraiser

Specialist STAR
Awards
Week 3-4

Keep up the great work in your specialist classes, and well done to
the following students who were awarded the 'Specialist STAR'
awards for Term 4, Week 3-4.

Class

THE ARTS

PE

STEM

F-Coral

Kobe P

Hugo L

Logan C

F-Opal

Kye V

Jimmy S

Harvey C

1/2 Pearl

Ryder A

Poppy L

Lucia L

1/2 Topaz

Lewis I

Maisie P

Lewie I

1/2 Crystal

Olivia L

Anna B

Amelia S

3/4 Group 1

Joel M

Patrick H

Harry M

3/4 Group 2

Sienna M

Gianni C

Louis L

3/4 Group 3

Evie Y

Archie K

Pippa M

5/6 Emerald

Will O

Liv T

Amelie R

5/6 Sapphire

Max G

Jessica T

Ivy R

5/6 Turquoise

Willow G

Logan C

Lily C

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)

St Mary’s School is in the process of refreshing and
creating new promotional signs to be affixed to the
McKillop Street facing, school fence.
The P&FA Fundraising activity will be a promotional
opportunity for a business to provide a sign to be
displayed on the McKillop Street school fence which is
highly visible to passing traffic.
Details:
• $500 per year fundraiser, payable 30 November
2022 to the Parents & Friends’ Bank Account (GST
not applicable and a tax invoice can’t be provided).
• Renewable each November for the year ahead
(1 December to 30 November)
• School staff will affix sign
• Sign space is limited
Sign Requirements:
• Business to provide a sign at own expense
• Corflute Material with Eyelets in 4 corners
• Size: 1200 mm Width x 1100 mm Height
Please contact Annice Lappin or Jackie Vaotangi if you are
interested in this opportunity.
admin@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
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PARISH ADVENT
REFLECTION
with Maria Forde
You are invited to join singersongwriter and presenter Maria Forde
for a beautiful evening of musical
reflection in preparation for the Holy
Season of Advent.
As a community, we will reflect upon
the meaning of Advent and how we
can prepare ourselves for the
coming of Christ. Join us in prayer,
scripture, and conversation. Enjoy
reflection, live music, sacred space,
and a catch up with parishioners.
Date: Wednesday November 30.
We will have a Light Supper and socialising up in the Pioneer Room at
6.00pm (please bring a plate to share)
and the Advent Reflection in the Basilica at 7.00pm.
Cost will be $5.00 pp for the performance.
Absolutely everyone is invited & welcome to attend.
Payments can be made at the Parish
Office (150 Yarra St, Geelong), prior to
the event, and will be accepted at the
door on the night

SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December
1:00 pm Dismissal

2023
TERM 1:
Monday 30 January to
Thursday 6 April.

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

St Mary’s School
GMHBA Healthy Hero Partner
Students can enjoy a complimentary offer to come
along and watch the Geelong Cats AFLW team play in
the Elimination Final this Saturday evening at 7:10 pm.
The website link is shared below and the password will
entitle up to 6 tickets per booking.
Jack Flynn-French
Link: https://www.ticketmaster.com.au/
event/25005D53AB695702?did=community
Codeword: F7COMMUNITY
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