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News from the Principal

TERM 1

Dear Families,
Last week I had the privilege of attending the
Victorian Association of Catholic Primary School
Principals conference in Lorne. The conference
gave me the opportunity to reflect on the
importance of the theme, ‘Hope for now and
whatever lies ahead’.
Hope is considered a virtue in the Christian tradition. Hope is a combination of the desire for
something and expectation of receiving it. It is
important that as a school community, we
continue to live with hope in our lives.
One of the guest speakers at the conference was
Kath Koschel. Her story is both heartbreaking and
inspirational. You may like to watch her TedX
Youth, where she talks about how from her adversity came her passion for spreading the
message of the importance of kindness.
Kindness is the key to connection | Kath Koschel
| TEDxYouth@Abbotsleigh. She is the founder of
the Kindness Factory. As a school, we are focussing on how each one of us can contribute to a
Kindness Culture at St Mary’s School.
The conference was also a wonderful opportunity to connect with and network with other Victorian catholic primary school principals after two
years of disruption, particularly in education.
Many interactions and sharing of experiences,
reinforced the wonderful things happening in our
school.
The first Parents and Friends’ meeting was held
on 16 March. It was a very productive meeting
and many events and activities have been
planned for the reminder of the year. Please
support these events and activities in any way
you can. The next meeting of the P&FA will be
held on Wednesday 11 May, 7:00 pm everyone is
most welcome to attend.
The School Advisory Council will meet next
Tuesday evening. We are still looking for another
member. If you would like to apply for the
position, please send your application to principal@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au by COB this
Friday.

As we begin the final week of first term on
Monday, we have much to be grateful for. Our
first term has been very productive and it has
been wonderful to have been able to proceed
with the planned learning, excursions and
events. Thank you to everyone for your contributions which have made our first term so successful.
The term will end on Friday, 8 April with a
1:00pm dismissal of students. The Easter raffle
will be drawn from the school office and winners
announced over the speaker system. Thanks to
Jo Grimsey, Teonie Humphrey, Simone Shannon
and Jackie Vaotangi for organising this P&FA
event.
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, 10 April and
culminates with the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday, 17 April. As Holy
Week and Easter are during the school holidays, I
encourage families to attend the parish events,
to celebrate the importance of the Easter
Season.
Wishing everyone a safe, happy and holy Easter
and restful holiday break.
Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

Week 9
Thursday 31 March & Friday 1 April
Foundation to Year 4 Swimming Program
Friday 1 April
SIBLING (Current Families) Foundation
2023 enrolment applications close.
Week 10
Tuesday 5 April
School Advisory Council Meeting
Friday 8 April Easter Raffle Drawn
Term 1 Concludes for students, 1.00 pm

TERM 2
Week 1—Tuesday 26 April
Term 2 Commences for Students
Week 2
Thursday 5 May
District Cross Country (qualifying students)
Friday 6 May
Mother’s Day Breakfast, 8:15 am
P&FA Parents’ Social Night—Beavs Bar
NEW FAMILIES Foundation 2023
enrolments close.
NAPLAN TESTING WINDOW—Yr 3 & 6
10 May—20 May
Week 3
Wednesday 11 May
P&FA Meeting, 7 pm, School staffroom
Week 4
Friday 20 May: Italian/Lunch order Day-Pizza

MY FIRST YEAR 2022
Geelong Advertiser—PREP photos
Printed Lift out available in today’s paper.
Visit the Newsphotos website at
www.newsphotos.com.au and click on the
online Enquiry Form to request a photo.
Alternatively, email
newspix@newsltd.com.au with details of
who was in the photo, when it was taken,
photographer’s name and the publication in
which it appeared.

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Week 5
Wednesday 25 May
Football & Soccer Lightning Prem. Yr 5/6
Week 6
Wednesday 1 June
Netball Lightning Prem. Yr 5/6
Week 7-8
Friday 10 June—School Closure Day
Staff Professional Learning
Monday 13 June - School Closed
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Week 9
Wednesday 22 June
Semester 1 Student Reports emailed home.

Friday 24 June
Term 2 Concludes for students, 1.00 pm
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News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,
Welcome to Week 9, the first nine weeks of consecutive, uninterrupted schooling since Term 4, 2019! Much stamina and energy is
needed to get to the ‘end of term finish line’, and for many of us,
this is hard work. After all, this is the first full ‘usual’ term for our
Year 1/2 students who are still waiting to experience an entire full
year of ‘usual' schooling and for all other cohorts, it has been two
years since full-time, in-person learning was “the expected”.
From a wellbeing perspective, we prioritised a strong focus on
relationships, routine and respect. After two unpredictable years,
we feel this investment in rebuilding learning stamina, classroom
consistency and social connections, for all students, was not only
necessary but integral to restoring the predictability of the
classroom and schooling. So, as we tire from a term of learning remember, the first full term in two years, thank you for
supporting your child/ren with healthy home routines and
encouraging stamina and motivation for each school day.
Our care and understanding of students’ needs, of course, also
extends to learning and teaching. As a teaching staff, we have
reflected on current student data as well as our 2021 cohort data.
Snapshot data, taken from last year’s DIBELS reading assessment,
shows for each 2021 student cohort, we were able to expand our
at expected standard (green) and above expected standard (blue)
bands, decreasing the number of students who required intensive
(red) or strategic (yellow) interventions, from the beginning to the
end of the year.

Overall, by viewing the “all” section, which is a culmination of F-6
data, the percentage of all students requiring intervention at the
end of last year reduced to 27%, a decrease from 40% in Term 1.
Equally impressive is the positive results from Foundation - Year 3,
which shows a high percentage of students working at or above
the expected standard.
We feel the school’s commitment to design and deliver the very
best learning approaches, based on research, whether it was in
the classroom or online, attributed to this data narrative.
Interestingly, the cohorts that were before this shift in practice,
continue to show a greater number of students requiring intensive
or strategic intervention.
As researchers of our profession, our teaching approach is underpinned by the work of many; including Pamela Snow, Lyn Stone,
Lorraine Hammond, Louisa Moats, Christopher Such and Natalie
Wexler to name a few. And, let’s not forget our newly introduced
pedagogical approach: Explicit Direct Instruction, which
culminates learning and brain research into effective lesson design
and delivery. Raquel Bowman, Deborah Boland and myself, have
put together a ‘feature article’ detailing Reading Science. I strongly encourage you to take some time to peruse this and learn more
about the evidence-informed way we teach reading at St Mary’s
School.
Continued page 3
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News from the Deputy Principal (con’t)
Holy Week
Soon we will celebrate Holy Week, which ends with the resurrection of Jesus. The
Easter Season is the greatest celebration of the Liturgical Year and as a
community, we pray our school family shares in abundance;
The gladness of Easter, which is hope.
The promise of Easter, which is peace.
The spirit of Easter, which is love.
Next week, classes will reflect on their Holy Week and Easter learning with a class
liturgy, prepared by Bridgette Henderson. The Years 3-6 class liturgies conclude
with an ‘Easter Hallelujah’, which retells the remarkable Easter story. You may
like to use this reflection as part of your family’s prayer time, this Easter.

Buona Pasqua,
Marie Monea

Sacrament of Confirmation
Congratulations to our Year 6 students, who were
sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, last Thursday.
The Sacrament of Confirmation was celebrated by
Bishop Martin Ashe, along with Fr Jim Clarke and Fr
Jaycee Napoles.
It was a special ceremony and thank you to all in
attendance for your reverent participation. Thank
you also to Bridgette Henderson, our Religious
Education Leader and to Isabelle Bocchicchio,
Andrew Johnston and Kellie Noonan for their
preparation and organisation. Included is a reflection
from Josh, in 5/6 Turquoise.
Year 6 Students:
Mabel Allchin
Amelia Bensted
Adelaide Buckby
Layla Burns
Lily Cain
Archie Cook
Conor Crimmins
Lily Diamond
Ruby Doyle
Ava Ezard
Max Gagliardi
Jasper Gerber
Lottie Grimsey-Cook

Emma Holland
Josh Irwin
Lachlan Irwin
Hudson Kearney
Jack King
Ethan Miller
Will Owen
Ivy Renouf
Amelie Ruyg
Jack Sutton
Liv Trott
Hannah Walsh
Angus Wilson

On Thursday, 24 March, the Year
6 students attended the Confirmation Mass at St Mary’s of the
Angels Basilica, to renew our
Baptismal Promises, and be
further confirmed into Catholic
Church. The Mass began at
5:00pm and it went until 6:15pm.
The Year 6 students prepared
many times at school before the
day, including one day where the
Bishop, who would confirm us on
the day (Bishop Martin Ashe),
came to our school and talked to
us about Confirmation. We also
had lots of Confirmation practices
at the church before the day,
practicing our readings (for the
people that had them), what
would happen and where we
would all sit.
On the day, all went very well:
the students who had readings
did really well, and it turned out
to be a great Confirmation Mass.
My confirmation name was

Martin, and my sponsor was my
mum’s sister, who is also my
godparent. After the Mass had
finished, my family and I went to
a restaurant called El Toro's, and
we saw Father Jim and Father
Jaycee, Bishop Martin, Ms
Monea, and Mrs Henderson
there as well. I am sure that many
Year 6 families also did something special to celebrate afterwards.
Surely, everyone would agree
that Confirmation is a very
important part of being a Catholic. It was a great experience that
we won’t forget, and on behalf
on all Year 6 families, I would like
to thank the 5/6 teachers and
staff, Ms Monea and Mrs Henderson, Father Jim and Father
Jaycee, Bishop Martin, and of
course, all of the students who
attended.
BY JOSH I
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School Sports

WEEK 2

CROSS COUNTRY by Conor C

Age 9/10 Boys and Girls teams going
through to the District Cross Country

In week 7 of Term One, the Year 3/4 and 5/6 students attended the school cross
country at Kardinia Park. It was a really good day and everyone at the school showed
great sportsmanship. The day started off with the fun runs which are the 1km runs.
Everyone gave it a go and tried their best. The top four received ribbons and the top
seven or eight from the 2km and 3km races go through to the next round. The first
qualifying race was the 9-10 boys racing in the 2km. It was a great race and everybody tried their hardest and didn’t give up. After that, the 9-10 girls racing in the 2km
run began. Next the 11 year old boys and girls, in separate 3km races, kicked off.
These two races were really good and everyone showed great sportsmanship whether they won or not. It was finally time for the 12-13 year old boys and girls, also in
different races, completing 3km each. They were both great races and during them,
the weather turned from cold to hot. Once the boys finished, all the students and
teachers packed up and walked back to school. It was a great day. Thank you to
Mrs B for her wonderful organisation.

2022 CROSS COUNTRY
House Points
McAuley
820
Mannix
760
Mercy
625

CRICKET by Lottie G

BASKETBALL by Jasper G
In week 6, most of the Year 5/6 students
went to play basketball at Geelong Basketball and Netball stadium. There were
four other teams that we played. They
were Ashby, Bell Park North, Herne Hill
and Newtown Primary. This was one of
the best experiences of the school year
and everyone showed great sportsmanship on the day. There were three other
teams representing St Mary’s School.
Two girls teams, one of the girls teams
(the A’s) made it to districts because
they went undefeated for the whole
competition! They will go to the next
round soon. Then there were the fun
teams. There was a girls B team and a
boys B team. They both did so well and
in the end everyone had fun.

On March 2, the Year 5/6s played cricket for interschool sports. We sat outside of
our classrooms and got ready to walk down to the oval. Once we got down there we
saw the other teams arriving who were Ashby and Herne Hill. The St Mary’s A team,
which was my team, won against the other St Mary's team by a point! It was very
close but we shook hands and showed great sportsmanship with other teams. Once
we finished all our games at 2:30pm we sat down and watched the boys play their
last game. Sadly, they lost by a bit but we still encouraged them to do their best.
They finished shaking hands and we lined up to walk back. Everyone was tired but
we still walked back with no fuss. When we got back we played inside until the bell
went to go home and we all left after having a great day. I think we had a great opportunity to represent our school in sport and we all showed great sportsmanship as
a school and I think we will get more opportunities like this again if we keep up the
great behaviour.

ATHLETICS DAY by Mabel A
This year we had our annual whole school Athletics Day on March 7, and I’m proud to
say that the day was a big success. The day started out with sprints where everyone
gave their best effort and tried really hard. Then we had heats which determined who
would represent our school in districts later this year.
After the sprints had finished we started our field events, where we gave out lots of
ribbons and continually used the word ‘congratulations’. We also did a buddy and Year
6 egg & spoon race. Along with a surprise, Teachers vs Year 6 students egg & spoon
race, which the teachers won (barely!).
At the end of the day when we announced the winning House, lucky enough my house,
McAuley, won the Athletics cup and I think everyone enjoyed the day because I know I
did. It was a great way to spend my last Athletics Day at St Mary’s School.
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School Sports
VOLLEYBALL by Amelie T
It was the volleyball interschool sports competition
on the March 9. We drove there on a bus and we
were all excited to play against the other schools.
When we first arrived, we were shocked to see the
ground was sand and also, the nets were higher than
we thought.
We were the first team to arrive so before any of the
schools arrived, both St Mary's teams had a fun game
against each other to practice. Once all the teams
arrived, we started our first game. All of my team was

cheering even if we made a mistake. I think we
showed great sportsmanship, teamwork and patience
throughout the day.
At the end of the day we won the majority of the
games so hopefully my team gets to play in the next
level. Even if we don't, we are thankful to the teachers for taking us to this amazing sport and we are also
thankful to the other schools that participated to
make this day possible.

Swimming Championships
Congratulations Brooke Edwards (5/6 Emerald) in representing St Mary’s
School and competing in the Bellarine and Geelong North Division
Swimming Championships held on March 22 at Kardinia Aquatic Centre.
Brooke competed in the 50 m Backstroke and Breaststroke events for her
age group.
Brooke swam a Personal Best, improving on her swim squad times, in
both events. She enjoyed competing and representing her school.
Well Done Brooke!
Brooke Edwards

District Cross Country
Congratulations to the following students who have qualified in the
following age groups, for the District Cross Country to be held on
Thursday 5 May at Fyansford Common:
9/10 Boys
Rory Jenkin, Darcy Childs, Joel Mathews, Max Phillips, Hugh Ainsworth,
Jude Foley, Zac Kelcey, Judah Munday.
9/10 Girls
Jada Jennings, Celeste Banks, Mia Bartolo, Sierra Jennings,
Sophia Bordonara, Hattie Palmer, Giulia De Marte, Pippa Mahoney.
11 Boys
Abe Foley, George Ainsworth, Leo Wiffen, Lenni Kenyon
11 Girls
Willow Gross, Pippa Mathews, Emilia Evans, Tess McKeague,
Amelia Bensted, Isla Whitelaw.
12/13 Boys
Conor Crimmins, Angus Wilson, Jasper Gerber, Archie Cook.
12/13 Girls
Lottie Grimsey-Cook, Hannah Walsh, Ivy Renouf, Amelie Tong,
Ruby Doyle.

CONGRATULATIONS
Girls A CRICKET Team, Girls A BASKETBALL
Team and the Mixed VOLLEYBALL Team
have won their District Events, and will
proceed to the next level of competition.
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Specialist
STAR
Awards

Class

Week 7-8
Keep up the great work in your specialist classes, and
well done to the following students who were awarded
the 'Specialist STAR' awards for Term 1, Week 7-8

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)

THE ARTS

PE

STEM

F-Coral

Arlo K

Alfie C

Nina L

F-Opal

Jimmy S

Maya M

Kye V

1/2 Pearl

Franklin N

Maxine F

Danudri W

1/2 Topaz

Maia B

Indi S

Wilkie O

1/2 Crystal

BeBe B

Harrison C

Iris M

3/4 Group 1

Theodore B

Charlotte B

Kitty H

3/4 Group 2

Amelia B

Maci F

Rafe W

3/4 Group 3

James D

Claudia A

Charlotte B

5/6 Emerald

Archie C

Lily C

Conor C

5/6 Sapphire

Dino P

Hannah W

Amelie T

5/6 Turquoise

Sierra J

George A

Layla B

Parents & Friends’
Association

https://www.trybooking.com/BYKFX
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Hot Pie & Sausage Roll, Lunch Order Day at St Mary’s School
SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 1:
Monday 31 January to
Friday 8 April
TERM 2:
Tuesday 26 April to Friday
24 June
TERM 3:
Monday 11 July to Friday
16 September
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December

Thank you to

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong

Community
News

Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

Jack Flynn-French

St Mary’s School, Geelong
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
T: 5229 9453
Newsletter # 5
Term 1—Week 9

