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Upcoming Dates in 2022

News from the Principal

TERM 1
Week 5: Thurs 3 March
MANNIX Feast Day, wear a touch of RED

Dear Families,
Today is Ash Wednesday and many of our Year
5/6 students attended the 10:00am parish Mass
at the Basilica. Our junior and middle students
participated in an Ash Wednesday, nonEucharistic liturgy at school. Lent is a season
which gives us the opportunity to become better
people, thinking of others, before ourselves.
There continues to be many unsettling events
occurring throughout the world. As people gifted
with faith, I ask you to continue to pray for our
world, ourselves and each other. Prayer is
powerful and will bring hope and healing. As the
Lenten season begins, may we pray often, particularly as we prepare our hearts for Easter
celebrations and rejoicing in the risen Lord.
On Thursday, 3 March we will celebrate Mannix
Feast Day. Everyone is asked to wear a touch of
Red. As in previous years, to make it easy for
parents, students can wear their school uniform
with a touch of red (Eg, ribbon, socks, etc.) or
casual clothes with red (Eg, T-shirt, shorts, etc.)
No money needs to be brought to school on the
day, as this is covered in the Events and Activities
Levy. Feast Day money will be donated to the St
Mary’s Parish Pantry, who do a wonderful job
supporting families in need, including some of
our school families.
This year’s World Day of Prayer theme is ‘I know
the plans I have for you. The theme is God’s
promise to his people in exile in Babylon, found
in the book of Jeremiah. `For I know the plans I
have for you’, declares the LORD. `Plans to prosper you and not harm you, Plans to give you hope
and a future.’ 29:11. The Year 5/6 students have
again been invited to represent all students
across the Geelong region. The event will be held
this Friday, 4 March, in the Basilica. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
A tradition at St Mary’s School is the Foundation
Parent Welcome Evening. This year the event
will take place this Friday, 4 March at 7:00 pm at
the Centra on the corner of Yarra Street and
Myers Street. The Parents and Friends’ Association will generously pay for the finger food that
will be provided. We hope that as many Founda-

Fri 4 March
Foundation & New Parents’ Night, The
Centra, 7pm
Week 6
Mon 7 March: School Athletics Day
Wed 9 March
Year 5/6 Selected Students, Lightning Premiership Volleyball/Basketball
Fri 11 March: School Closure Day
Staff Professional Learning Day
Week 7
Mon 14 March - School Closed
Labour Day Public Holiday

Mannix House Captains, Lachie I & Lottie G.
Mannix Feast Day, wear a touch of RED
tion parents (and new parents) as possible, can
join us for this social function where connection
and friendship between foundation parents can
be fostered.
Next Monday, our whole school Athletics Sports
will be held at Landy Field. All families are invited
to attend. Our COVIDSafe plan will be adhered to
for the safety of everyone involved. Thank you to
the parents who have volunteered to assist
during the event. Thank you to our PE teacher,
Samantha Boyington for organising this much
loved, sporting event for our students.
This week we welcome Kerrianne Hobbs, an
experienced educator, to our staff team. As an
Enhancement Teacher/Tutor, Kerrianne will
support students in Years 3-6, assisting teaching
teams to ensure targeted instruction to the
needs of all students are met. Using student
cohort data and the success of last year’s Year
1/2 Enhancement Program, current government
funding will be expended to extend this beneficial role to Years 3-6 classes, four days a week.

Wed 16 March
Year 3-6 School Cross Country
Fri 18 March
Fresh Fruit Friday
Week 8-9
Mon 21 March—Friday 1 April
Foundation to Year 4 Swimming Program
(except Wednesdays)
Wed 30 March—PFA Lunch Order Day, Hot
Pies/Sausage Rolls
Friday 1 April
Sibling (Current Families) Foundation 2023
enrolment applications close.
Week 10
Friday 8 April
Term 1 Concludes for students, 1.00 pm

TERM 2
Week 1—Tuesday 26 April
Term 2 Commences for Students
Week 2
Friday 6 May: Mother’s Day Breakfast
New Families Foundation 2023 enrolments
close.
Week 4
Friday 20 May: Italian/Lunch order Day-Pizza

Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Week 7-8
Fri 10 June—School Closure Day
Staff Professional Learning
Mon 13 June - School Closed
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
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News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,
It is with such delight that school events are
again featuring on our termly calendar! In
the past few days we have enjoyed Pancake
Day for Shrove Tuesday, the Foundation
Assembly, School Photos, District Cricket
and a highlight for all involved, the Environmental Leadership Group’s iSea, iCare day
at Queenscliff to swim with and observe sea
life! Please see page 3 for their recount.
It is important to acknowledge that special
days and excursions like these take much
planning behind the scenes to ensure their
success. Thank you to all school staff for
always going ‘above and beyond’ to ensure
these extra curricular activities take place,
which really do highlight the community
spirit we have at St Mary’s School.
Thank you to the parents/carers who were
able to meet their child’s classroom teacher
last week. The focus of the Term 1 Parent &
Teacher Conversations was one of
Year 3/4 Quartz students enjoying a pancake with ice cream, maple and sprinkle toppings!
‘transition’ and these were an important
first step in establishing a strong homeschool partnership. This partnership, we know, positively impacts
We look forward to sharing with you our EDI journey, particularly
student achievement and you are encouraged to engage with your
the lesson design and delivery practices that will be adopted
child’s SeeSaw Journal throughout the year. A special mention is
across the school, and in its final stages of implementation, across
extended to our dedicated teaching staff for their thorough prepaall core instruction and curriculum areas.
ration for these Conversations to proceed, as well as for their time;
days like these end well after the 3:20pm school bell rings.
Cari Saluti, Marie Monea
At St Mary’s School, we have a shared vision for evidence based
instruction that is aligned across the school with purpose. Many of
you are aware of our school’s approach to the learning and teaching of reading, fuelled by a synthetic phonics program, namely
through the Little Learners Love Literacy resources.
Today I share with you an article about Churchill Primary in
Latrobe Valley, featured in The Age a fortnight ago. The article
celebrates the school’s reading achievement, attributed to their
adoption of synthetic phonics. It is well worth the read and their
story certainly mirrors our success and growth in student reading
achievement data also!
Phonics however, is only one ‘pillar’ of scientific reading instruction and our learning and teaching approach to the teaching of
reading now confidently encompasses all five ‘big’ components or
pillars of reading - phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary,
fluency and comprehension.
Our next exciting phase is extending our scientific approach to
learning. Next Friday, our staff will come together to work with
dataworks, creators of Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI). EDI is a
powerful framework to explicitly teach content to all students.

Year 1/2 Pearl teacher, Mrs
Bowman celebrating Dr Seuss’
Birthday with 1/2 students.
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I sea, I care
Last Friday all of the St Mary’s School, Year 6 Environmental Leaders, Mr
Johnston (5/6 Turquoise) and Lachlan Gangell (LSO) joined Holy Spirit and
Point Lonsdale Primary School students to go and swim with sea life.
At 8.00 am we headed off on a bus to Queenscliff, then we went on a
boat and geared up with snorkels, flippers and wetsuits and then went to
the rocks and snorkelled. Afterwards, we went back to the boat to go
and visit the seals. The seals were on top of a small tower and after a
while a couple of them began to roll into the water. On our way back we
spotted a group of dolphins swimming, in and out of the water.
We all had a really fun time and we were all so lucky to be able to enjoy
this experience!
By Ava Ezard
A Year 6 Environmental Leader

Liv T, Emma H and Amelia B

Will O, Jasper G and Angus W

Emma H and Ava E

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: REMINDER to Year 3, 4 and 6 Families
This is the final weekend for Sacramental Enrolment, please ensure you can attend one of the four Masses at St Mary’s
Basilica, over the upcoming weekend:
• Saturday 5 March 6:00 pm
• Sunday 6 March 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am
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Specialist
STAR
Awards
Keep up the great work in your specialist classes,
and well done to the following students who were
awarded the 'Specialist STAR' awards for Term 1,
Week 3-4

SPECIALIST STAR AWARDS TERM 1,
WEEKS 3-4
Note: STEM AWARDS were not awarded due to
staff absence

Class

THE ARTS

PE

F-Coral

Logan Ch

Milla C

F-Opal

Maya M

Billy A

1/2 Pearl

Danudri W

Olivia U

1/2 Topaz

Thomas K

Eliza D

1/2 Crystal

Amelia S

Olive H

3/4 Group 1

Lucinda K

Max P

3/4 Group 2

Louis L

Will K

3/4 Group 3

Real M

Celeste B

5/6 Emerald

Claire E

Brooke E

5/6 Sapphire

Emma H

Amelie T

School Advisory Council

5/6 Turquoise

Layla B

Pippa M

New Member Applications

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)

Suitably qualified applicants are invited to apply for appointment
to the St Mary’s School Advisory Council.
Under the new MACS governance structure the nomination process
for School Advisory Council members has changed.
If you would like to apply, please read the Terms of Reference and
submit your application to: principal@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au by
Wednesday 9 March, 2022.
SAC Meetings will be held in the final weeks of each term.
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AFL Footy Clinic at St Mary’s School

By Raquel Bowman, 1/2 Pearl Teacher
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School Photos 2022 at St Mary’s School
Annual school photos including sibling photos were taken at St Mary’s School by Arthur Reed Photos on Tuesday March 1, 2022.
THERE IS NO NEED TO RETURN ANY FORMS OR MONEY TO SCHOOL.
Unique image codes have been issued to all students on photo day so families can register online to view images when they become
available in the webshop.
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it and remember to add the
codes for all your children attending this school.
Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using your child’s 2022 image code to link their images for the
current year with your contact details.
When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have registered will be notified by SMS and email.
ONCE REGISTERED, PLEASE WAIT FOR NOTIFICATION THAT 2022 IMAGES ARE ONLINE TO VIEW BEFORE MAKING YOUR PURCHASE.

STUDENT ABSENCE NOTIFICATION: REMINDER TO FAMILIES
In the event where your child is absent from school for any reason, please send a written correspondence with a
reason for absence to email addresses:
absence@smgeelong.catholic.edu.au AND your child’s classroom teacher prior to 8:50 am on the day of absence.
Thank you.
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SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 1:
Monday 31 January to
Friday 8 April
TERM 2:
Tuesday 26 April to Friday
24 June
TERM 3:
Monday 11 July to Friday
16 September
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong

St Mary’s
Sporting Club
Auskick
Season 2022
Commencing Friday,
29th April, 2022
5.00pm – 6.00pm
St Mary’s Football
Ground,
La Trobe Terrace,
Geelong
Enquiries to:
Damian McKEEGAN
0423 021258
mckeeganfam@bigpo
Jack Flynn-French
nd.com
Registrations aflauskick.com.au

Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

St Mary’s School, Geelong
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
T: 5229 9453
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