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News from the Principal

TERM 2

Dear Families,
At the end of this week, I hope everyone has the
opportunity to enjoy a well earned break from
school routines. While it has been a relatively
short term, many of our staff, students and their
families have experienced illness in their households and the two week break will allow time for
a reset. For those who are enjoying the break at
home, may you take the opportunity to rest and
rejuvenate, spending quality time with family
and friends. For those who are traveling to a
holiday destination, I wish you safe travels and
adventures with loved ones.
As of 1 July, a suite of new and updated MACS
policies to ensure compliance with the VRQA
minimum standards, will be implemented. These
updates reflect the new Child Safe Standards
(CSS) and Ministerial Order No. 1359 (MO 1359)
– Implementing the Child Safe Standards – Managing the risk of child abuse in schools and school
boarding premises. Marie, Jackie V and myself
have spent the last month ensuring the policies
are formatted to our St Mary’s School context
and published as required on the school website.

three and it will be a valuable opportunity to
discuss your child’s progress, strengths and
challenges. Bookings via schoolinterviews are
now open.
Congratulations to Ava Ezard, 5/6 Turquoise for
winning the ‘Principal for a Day’ raffle. There
were hundreds of entries! Ava is a most worthy
winner, always displaying role model behaviour.
As principal on Friday, Ava has deemed it as a
casual clothes day (with closed toe shoes) and
has asked each student to donate a nonperishable food item to the parish pantry. She is
also arranging a student versus staff netball
game. We are very much looking forward to Ava
being our principal this Friday.

Semester 1 student reports will be distributed
this Wednesday afternoon, via email. This
written report is one of several elements of St
Mary’s School’s reporting package. I am extremely proud of our students and their achievements.
Learning Conversations will take place in week

TERM 3
Week 1
Monday 11 July: Students commence T3
Week 2
Thursday 21 July: Learning Conversation
Bookings close—12 midday
Week 3
Tuesday 26 & Wednesday 27 July
Learning Conversations
Week 4
Monday 1 August
Year 1/2 Assembly. Gates Open 2.50pm.
Week 5
Monday 8 August
Year 3/4 Assembly. Gates Open 2.50pm.
Sunday 14 August
Sacrament of First Eucharist, 2.30 pm
Week 6
Monday 15 August
Foundation Assembly. Gates Open 2.50pm.

Congratulations to the students who represented
St Mary’s School in the Soccer, Cross Country and
Netball in the past couple of weeks. Although the
results were varied, a magnificent effort was
shown by everyone and we are extremely proud
of their contribution and the way in which they
represented themselves, their family and our
school.
This week we farewell Miss Olivia Slee, 1/2
Crystal. I thank Olivia for her many valuable
contributions to St Mary’s School and wish her all
the very best for the future. We are in the very
early stages of planning for 2023 and some classroom teaching positions have been advertised
this week.

Week 9
Friday 24 June: CASUAL CLOTHES DAY
Term 2 Ends: Students dismissed at 1pm

Friday 19 August: Fresh Fruit Friday
Week 7
Wednesday 24 August
BOOKWEEK Celebration Day
Friday 26 August
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Staff Professional Learning

Ava
If you use social media, please consider following
St Mary’s School on Facebook and/or Instagram.
St Mary’s School uses these platforms to showcase all the wonderful achievements, events and
activities happening in our school.
Thank you to everyone for contributing to a most
successful term at St Mary’s School. We look
forward to a productive and enjoyable Term 3,
after the holiday break.
Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Week 8
Monday 29 August
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
(All MACS Schools granted an additional day)

Staff Professional Learning
Friday 2 September
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Week 9
Monday 5 September
Year 5/6 Assembly. Gates Open 2.50pm.
Friday 9 September
LUNCH ORDER DAY – Cheer Toastie Truck
Week 10
Friday 16 September
Term 3 Ends: Students dismissed at 1pm
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News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,
Well, we have almost reached another ‘new normal’ milestone …
the end of Semester 1, all onsite!
The current ‘tissue shortage’ certainly reminds us that these new
normal times continue to present challenges for us all. Like many
schools, we have not been immune to the growing list of illnesses
that are circulating around the community. And, like many industries, schools have not been immune to staff shortages; afterall,
school staff - including replacement teaching staff, can get sick
too!
We entered this term prepared and ready to enact our Staffing
Replacement Plan. Proudly, we have been able to ensure continuity of learning and have managed the replacement staff shortage
impeccably well. I thank all staff for their professional and collegial
approach to managing the many ‘on the day’ staffing changes,
often at 8.00am.
With the 2020-2021 repeated lockdown experiences, building
learning stamina and reconnecting friendships have been key priorities for this year. Anecdotally, we can suggest the overall learning stamina of students has remarkably increased since Term 4,
2021. The school’s structured and predictable routines across all
indoor learning environments - our classrooms, have been invaluable in re-establishing learning expectations for all students. This is
excellent news!
Next term, there will be a strong focus on the outdoor learning
environment - our playground. This focus will enable students to
further develop invaluable play-based skills; skills that have been
developmentally interrupted throughout the pandemic. Staff will
work to strengthen students’ emotional regulation and ability to

play in a spirit of fairness and cooperation. For our younger students, structured play opportunities, facilitated by our skilful
Learning Support Staff, will be central to this focus. For our older
students, fair and inclusive play will continue to be promoted and
monitored.
From a wellbeing curriculum perspective, there will be a schoolwide focus on bullying. Unlike a once-off, unkind act or choice,
bullying is a repeated and targeted action. Together, staff and
students will unpack what bullying means, create student friendly
anti-bullying policies and explore the concept of being an
‘upstander’ rather than a ‘bystander’. I will share the aims and
outcomes of our wellbeing learning design with you next term.
In education, learning and teaching is each school’s core business.
However, our school’s respectful and restorative school culture
underpins our work at St Mary’s. For us, alongside high expectations for learning, we are invested in ensuring St Mary’s School is
an inclusive, happy and kind place to learn and play. Next term’s
focus is a living example of this!
Although we are almost at the end of June, I have included the
Actions for Happiness June Calendar to kick start next term’s
focus. This month’s focus is Joyful June and encourages daily,
achievable actions to make our world a happy and kind place,
together. The July Calendar will be printed in the next edition of
the school’s newsletter or can be downloaded when released on 1
July at the Actions for Happiness website.
Wishing all staff, students and families much good health and
togetherness over this term break.
Cari Saluti, Marie Monea
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Actions For Happiness

Pictured l-r:
Allan, Isabella and Sierra

BOOKING DETAILS
Foundation - Year 6 Learning Conversations
26 & 27 July
Please note, students do not attend this meeting time.
Click here or visit www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the event code:

2be56

Then follow the simple steps to make your booking. Bookings open Wednesday 22 June (midday).

When you click FINISH, your timetable will be emailed to you automatically – check your junk mail folder if
you do not receive your email immediately.
You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, and change your booking time as long as
there is a space available - until the bookings close at midday on Thursday 21 July, 2022.

St Mary’s Primary School

Page 4

Specialist STAR
Awards
Weeks 7-8

Keep up the great work in your specialist classes,
and well done to the following students who
were awarded the 'Specialist STAR' awards for
Term 2, Weeks 7-8.

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)

Class

THE ARTS

PE

STEM

F-Coral

Nina L

Logan C

Patrick M

F-Opal

Tao F

Kye V

Jaci F

1/2 Pearl

Poppy L

Florence J

Nikita Z

1/2 Topaz

Jules F

Pippi H

Thomas K

1/2 Crystal

Olive H

Emily B

BeBe B

3/4 Group 1

Harry M

Duke A

Peyton M

3/4 Group 2

Amelia T

Isla B

Claudia A

3/4 Group 3

Sonny L

Saige J

Rory J

5/6 Emerald

Maeve W

Amelia B

Angus W

5/6 Sapphire

Hannah D

Emma H

Dross T

5/6 Turquoise

Adelaide B

Isabella B

Stanley N

We congratulate JACI FITZGERALD, Foundation Opal,
who was awarded Term 2 Quiet Achiever Award. This
award and voucher is donated by Rotary Bayside
Geelong and recognises students who give their very
best efforts every day.
St Mary’s School would like to thank Shirley Marendaz,
who has held the Rotary Bayside Geelong Youth Portfolio and as part her role, she has coordinated and
supported the Quiet Achiever Award.
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Community News

Congratulations to
Hannah W and Isla W
who represented
Geelong in the Victorian
Country League Football
Association Junior
Championships over the
long weekend.
Well done to both girls
on a jam packed weekend playing 7 games
against teams from
Bendigo, Albury and
Gippsland and making
the final.
Under 12’s Runners Up !
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SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 2:
Tuesday 26 April to Friday
24 June
TERM 3:
Monday 11 July to Friday
16 September
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

Jack Flynn-French

St Mary’s School, Geelong
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
T: 5229 9453
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