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News from the Principal

TERM 4

Dear Families,
Throughout the final weeks of this school year,
our students will have the opportunity to enjoy
some wonderful educational and social experiences. Events such as excursions, camps, end-ofyear celebrations, step-up morning, principal for
the day and graduation have been planned. The
color run and lunch order day have been organised. All these activities and events will be very
memorable for our students and families and
they are very much being looked forward to.
Congratulations to Lottie (5/6 Sapphire) and
Sawyer (5/6 Sapphire) who represented St
Mary’s School in state athletics championships
recently. Their performances were their very
best and we are extremely proud of the way in
which they represented themselves, their family
and our school.
Last Friday our school leaders attended the
10:00 am Mass at the basilica, to commemorate
Remembrance Day. They represented our
school extremely well and parishioners
commented on how positively they participated
in the liturgy. They remembered and prayed for
those who served and fought to defend their
country. At 11:00 am, all students at school
observed a minute’s silence and then listened to
the Last Post. Lest we Forget.

Next Wednesday, our current Year 5 students
will participate in a Leadership Day. As part of
this day, they will have the opportunity to
prepare a leadership speech in an effort to be

elected a 2023 badged leader. I am looking
forward to hearing, in the coming weeks how
they believe they can contribute positively to
the life of St Mary’s School as a leader. Also on
this day our current year 6 students will enjoy
their celebration day at Eastern Beach.
Congratulations to our Year 3 students who last
Friday celebrated for the first time, the
Sacrament of Penance through the celebration
of Reconciliation, led by Fr Jaycee and Fr Denis.
It was a very reverent and reflective liturgy that
reminded all in attendance of our call to forgive
others. Thank you to Deborah Boland, Jack
Flynn-French, Caitlin Rippon, Hannah Jackson,
Bernie Hellard and Bridgette Henderson, our
Religious Education Leader, for preparing our
students in partnership with you, their families.
This Friday, all students are invited to enjoy a
salad sandwich for our Term 4 Lunch Order Day.
Bread (white), ham, cheese, lettuce, carrot and
tomato will be provided by the school. Students
will be assisted by our Learning Support Officers
to make their own salad sandwich lunch, with
sandwich fillings of their choice.
Last week, you may have seen that three of our
teachers were nominated in the Geelong
Advertiser as being some of the regions best
primary school teachers. All of our teachers
could have been nominated, as they all go
above and beyond for our students. Unfortunately only three of our wonderful teachers
were able to be nominated. Please see page 8
text that was taken from the Geelong
Advertiser’s article.
Finally, I hope to see as many families as possible at the St Mary’s School P&FA Colour Run
tomorrow afternoon. In previous years, sponsorship has been sought and funds raised, used to
purchase various items for our school. This year,
any donation would be greatly received to go
towards the purchase of our new storage shed
that will be installed over the Summer school
holiday break. Please see the flier that was
distributed to the eldest child yesterday. Any
contribution will be gratefully received.
Kind Regards, Annice Lappin

St Mary's School acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first
inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Week 7
Thursday 17 November
PFA Colour Run & Picnic, 5:00 pm—6:30 pm
Friday 18 November
PFA Lunch Order Day—Salad Sandwiches
Week 8
Tuesday 22 November: 9:30-11:00 am
2023 Foundation Transition to School
Wednesday 23 November
Year 6 Celebration Day, Eastern Beach
Year 5 Leadership Day at school
Friday 25 November: SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
2023 Planning Day
Week 9
Year 3/4 Camp
2 days/1 night: 28/11/22 to 29/11/22
Camp Angahook, Aireys Inlet
Week 10
Year 5/6 Camp
3 days/2 nights: 7/12/22 to 9/12/22
Gundiwindi Lodge, Silvan
Week 11
Tuesday 13 December
Whole School 2023 Step up Morning
Student Semester 2 Reports emailed to
families
Wednesday 14 December
Year 1/2 Celebration Day, Cinema & Hot Chips
Thursday 15 December
Year 5/6 Celebration Day, Adventure Park
Year 6 Graduation, 5:00 pm
Friday 16 December
End of Term 4, Students Dismissed 1:00 pm

2023 Family Handbook
Scan the QR Code

St Mary’s Primary School

Page 2

News from the Deputy Principal

WEEK 2

Dear Families,
Last Tuesday we welcomed our newest members to the St Mary’s
School community - our 2023 Foundation students and their families! With school settings very different to the same time last year, it
was delightful to witness the joy everyone had in exploring our
great school, together.
The second Transition to School session takes place next week on
Tuesday 22 November (9:30am-11:00am) and, for all students, the
2023 Step Up Morning will be held in the last week of school on
Tuesday 13 December.
Teaching staff have been very busy collating and reviewing this
semester’s student assessment data. This week I have been working
with teaching teams. Collaboratively, we used the collected data
sets and work samples to reflect on and determine each student’s
learning progress and achievements in English and Mathematics.
These achievement judgments will appear on your child’s End of
Year Student Report, emailed to families on Tuesday 13 December.
Impressively, our school wide data sets are continuing to show
great student growth overall; a positive trend that has been part of
our school’s data narrative for quite some time. Earlier this year, I
shared with you the 2021 school wide DIBELS snapshot data; our
major reading assessment for both benchmarking and monitoring
purposes. Today I have included this year’s summary, illustrating
each student cohort’s achievement for the 2022 school year.
Mirroring the 2021 snapshot data, the “all” section, culminating F-6
results, shows we were able to decrease the overall percentage of
students requiring intensive (red) or strategic (yellow) interventions
and increase the number of students across the school who potentially work at the expected standard (green) or above the expected
standard (blue).

The great gains reflected in both the 2021 and 2022 DIBELS data
provides us with both affirmation and direction for 2023.
Our students’ achievements are a testament to the instructional
practices currently in place across the school and to the aligned,
evidence informed pedagogy that all students from Foundation to
Year 3 have received since their learning journey began at St
Mary’s School.
When analysing any data set, most importantly, our conversations
have always looked beyond the colour coded bars of the reports,
graphs and spreadsheets collated. At the heart of every moderation
discussion was each student’s unique story: their strengths, challenges, interests and learning dispositions and the many supports in
place to help each student’s growth. I thank our educators for their
dedication to each of our students and for always having all
students at the heart all that we do.
With only 22 school days remaining, it is a very timely reminder of
the important message Year 1/2 students are currently learning
about as part of their Religious Education unit: Love one another. In
one of last week’s lessons, our junior students read Love is …
written by Heidi Pross Gray. It’s a heart-warming story that reflects
on all of the different ways love can be shown in our lives. I have
included the story here as well as some beautiful responses from
1/2 Pearl on page 3; there are many more posted on Year 1/2 SeeSaw Journals.

Cari Saluti, Marie Monea
OOL LEADERS
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Congratulations to our Year 3
students, who for the first time,
received the Sacrament of
Penance through the celebration
of Reconciliation, on Friday 11
November 2022.
We are very proud of you all.
Thank you to Fr Jaycee and Fr
Dennis.

Hugh Ainsworth
Duke Allchin
Jack Armstrong
Claudia Assemani
Thomas Baker
Sophia Bordonaro
Theodore Brennan
Amelia Brown
Gianni Carlini
Jackson Carrodus
Darcy Childs

Year 1/2 Pearl Remembrance Day Artwork

Rafferty Evans
Jude Foley
Isaac Goldburg
Eloise Hampson
Pippa Harper
Kitty Humphrey
Jada Jennings
Roy Jones
Archie Kelly
Sonny Lamanna
Pippa Mahoney

Daniel Manganelli
Joel Mathews
Charli Mendoza
Bella Miller
Judah Munday
Millie Nielson
Greta Rice
Sophia Sheahan
Hugo Trott
Bianca Wilkinson
Isla Williams
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Specialist STAR
Awards
Week 5-6

Keep up the great work in your specialist classes, and well
done to the following students who were awarded the
'Specialist STAR' awards for Term 4, Week 5-6.

Specialist Teachers
Mrs B (Samantha Boyington, PE)
Miss Jade (Jade Collier, STEM)
Miss Liza (Liza Rosati, The Arts)

Class

THE ARTS

PE

STEM

F-Coral

Patrick B

Emily W

Archie B

F-Opal

Ariya R

Maya M

Oscar D

1/2 Pearl

Archie M

Maisie M

Maibritt O

1/2 Topaz

Robbie M

Evie R

Monique C

1/2 Crystal

Jack M

Amelia S

Michael H

3/4 Group 1

Patrick H

Lucinda K

Duke A

3/4 Group 2

Roy J

Sienna M

Amelia B

3/4 Group 3

Archie K

Charli M

Matylda M

5/6 Emerald

Maeve W

Claire E

Amelia B

5/6 Sapphire

Jack S

Emma H

Abe F

5/6 Turquoise

Lachlan I

Willow G

Max G

State
Championships,
Athletics
Lottie

Sawyer

Congratulations to Lottie
Grimsey-Cook (5/6 Sapphire)
and Sawyer Harris (5/6
Sapphire)
who
recently
represented St Mary’s School
in the state athletics championships.
After placing second in the
Regionals, Lottie competed
in the 1500 m State Championship Final and placed ninth
(5.30 mins).
In the Regionals, Sawyer
placed second in the 200m
(29.86secs), and third in the
100m (14.45 secs). Sawyer
continued on to place second
in the State Championship
200 m heat (29.17 secs) and
eighth in the final (30.59
secs).
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We need a bigger
shed….

Instead of students sourcing individual
sponsorship for this year’s P&FA Colour
Run, we are asking each family to make
a financial donation, if possible.
All funds raised will contribute to the
purchase of our new storage/garden
shed.
The shed will be used to store gardening
equipment, trestle tables, concert
costumes, the new school BBQs and any
other items decided by the school.
The plan for the shed is to be approximately 6 x 4 m, giving us ample room
for storage.
Donations can be made via EFT Bank
Transfer to the St Mary’s School
Parents and Friends’ Bank account:
St Mary’s Primary School Project Fund
Bank: NAB
BSB: 083 347
Account: 647087522
Reference: Name_Colour Run

Thank you to Greg, East Fruit Market for donating
last Friday’s Fresh Fruit for all students at St Mary’s
School.
Our Learning Support Staff prepared the fruit
platters for students to enjoy watermelon, apples,
bananas and pears.
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Community News
SCHOOL TERMS
2022
TERM 4:
Monday 3 October to
Friday 16 December
1:00 pm Dismissal

2023
TERM 1:
Monday 30 January to
Thursday 6 April.

St Mary’s School
SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook:
@St.Mary’sPrimaryGeelong
Instagram:
stmarys_ps_geelong
Twitter:
@StMarysPS3220
School Website:
www.smgeelong.catholic.edu.au
Parent Portal password -

mary175

St. Bernard’s Parish Belmont is recruiting 2 staff members to join its team.
Recruitment - Pastoral Worker and Administrative Officer.
Do you know someone who is interested in undertaking one of these roles? If so,
please follow the links below:
https://melbournecatholic.org/about/job-vacancies/pastoral-worker-st-bernards-parish
https://melbournecatholic.org/about/job-vacancies/administrative-officer-st-bernardsJack Flynn-French
parishv

St Mary’s School, Geelong
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